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HE mat DOETH TRUTH COMETH TO THE LIGHT, THAT HIS DREDS MAY BE MADE MANIFEST , 


OF GOD.—Messiah. 


VOL. IV. 


With the present No. we commence 
@ newvolume of the Magazine, and 
after three years’ experience in the 
cares and responsibilities of editorial 
life, it is not without a deep felt sense 
_ of its importance that we enter upon 


the high obligations of the station. 
» At this stage of our labors, it is per- 
ee fitting that we should not only 
nt & programme of our future ope-' 
_ Nqtions and prospects, but also take a 
retrospective glance at the ground over 
yw which we have alfeady traveled, and 

the #ioint from which we started. 

zi “Deeply imbued with the conviction 
that a periodical advocating the Bible 
‘doctrine of universal liberty, practical 
temperance, and the elevation of the 
human family by a system of general 
. education, was a desideratum not yet 
attained; anda field of labor not yet 
occupied by-any of those professing to 
teach primitive Christianity, we con- 
eluded after corresponding with a num-|i 
ber-of intelligent brethren, to establish 
“aneh a periodical, It was, however, 


*-qnother year, thereby assuming anew] 


| editorial chair, and nethidg but a 


knowledge that the poor and the needy 

could not be heard in any of the nn- . 

merous periodicals then existing among 

us, prompted us to do so at all. In 

the spring of 1854, we issued a pros- 

pectus for the North-Western Chris- 

tian Magazine, and sent it to all the 

brethren with whom we enjoyed a per~ 

sonal acquaintance, and to many whom 

we knew only by character. ‘The re- 

‘sponse was meagre and cautious. Apart 

from those who openly ignored allagi- 

tation on the slavery question; we ~~ 

found there were many who mood 

among the “fearful and doubting; 

but there were a few noble sbtlibiicess 

tered all over the land, confined to.no’ 

particular locality, who on 

and bid us God speed. «~~ | 
On the first of July following we 

issued the first No., having at the time 

less than one hundred sudscribers, and. 

no: positive assurance that we would 

get any more; but we had confidence 

in the power of the truth, in the justice - 

and of the cause weghad 

undertaken to plead, in the Hberality~ 


great took the: 


of enlightened brotherheod, and 
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especially in the protecting care and 
overruling providence of God. Every 
impediment was thrown in our way. 
Some said we were not capable of writ- 
ing a respectable article; some pro- 
phesied with owl-like gravity, that the 
Magazine could not live six months— 
that it would, before that time, commit 
suicide. Some of our editorial breth- 


ren did not notice it at all; one spoke 


of it disparagingly, while several upon 
whom we had strong claims of per- 
sonal friendship, gave it that ‘‘ faint 
praise’ which amounts to a condem- 
nation. A very few had the moral 
courage to give it a respectable notice. 
Our moral character iled, and 
in short every effort was made to de- 
stroy confidence both in the Magazine 
and its editor. Still we kept on pur- 
- suing the even tenor of our way. Our 
subscription list has steadily increased, 
until at the close of our third volume 
it ranks in-numerical strength as the 
third among all our monthly religious 
periodicals. 
We commence a new volume with 


much brighter prospects than has at- 


tended us at any previous period. 
+ Subscriptions are coming in rapidly ; 
our jist of contributors is much larger 
. than heretofore, and as far as we can 
ascertain, a general confidence in its: 
perpetuity obtains throughout the 
_whole brotherhood. We rejoice to 
 Imow @hat our course has secured to 
us the approbation of many of our best 
brethren, who at first had some mis- 
_ givings as to the propriety of publish- 
ing such a periodical as the Magazine. 
They are now convinced that such a 
work is not only needed, but that it 
and will be sustained. 


We see in-the fature on val a 
labor and toil, but it causes us not to 
quail. The maxim that “eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty,” is as true 
as it is trite. Unlike many other com- 
modities, it is worth all it costs. The 
disenthrallment of man from bondage, 
the whole man—soul, body, and spirit ; © 
-all men, of every nation, and tongue, 
and kindred—is a work that cannot be 
effected at too dear a cost. To accom- 
plish it, the Supreme Ruler of the uni- 
verse gave the life-blood of His only 
begotten Son, and as co-workers with 
him the-true Christian hasnever hesi-, 
tated, like the good Samaritan, to 
make a personal sacrifice in belialf of 
degraded and down-trodden humanity. 

While we rejoice that the cause we 
plead is gaining friends, and the pub- 


cannot, we dare not disguise the fact 
that the enemies of religion, of moral-, 
ity, and of justice, are redoubling their 


of legislation, and even the judiciary 
bench, are being made to pander to 
the demands of that heaven-daring, 
God-defying monopoly in the beaies 
and souls of four millions of human 


judge, and statesman, and editor, and 
preacher, who puts himself in the mar- 
ket, can find the purchase money. All 
of every grade who are willing to en-.. 
roll themselves in the army of the. 
oppressor, can find lucrative employ- 
ment. They have as much need of 
chaplains in the pro-slavery war, as 
they ever had in any unholy warfare 


of “might against right,” that has 


lic mind is becoming enlightened, we — 


efforts and preparing for a deadly com 
{bat. The pulpit, the press, the halls. 


beings, which is now growing and 
flourishing in our very midst. Every» — 
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ever disgraced humanity. No pains 
will be spared, or efforts left untried, 
to put down freedom of speech, free- 
dom of the press, freedom of the pulpit, 
and evén freedom of thought. 

The doctrine that the few have a 
divine right to rule the many, is being 
advocated more and more boldly both 
in Church and State. In the former, 
clerical arrogance is not less startling 
than is demagogueism in the latter. 


_ The aphorism that ‘‘ All men have an 


inalienable right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness,”’ is not more 
seofied at by the cotton-ocracy of the 
South, than is the great sheet-anchor 
of religious liberty, Congregational in- 
dependence, by the clerical aspirants 
of our own day. 

In the language then of one of our 
correspondents, all the friends of hu- 
manity, of cfvil ahd religious liberty, 
should ‘“‘man themselves for a noble 
contest ;’? remembering that “ there is 
a great work to do.’’ ‘There is no 
time for despondency,’’ and if there 
was, ‘“despondency is no part of the 
Christian armor. The true Christian 
knows no defeat, and to him there is 
no such word as failure.” Let us then 
‘‘counsel duty, not policy.’ Let us 
go forth ims the strength of God the 


‘mighty one; the friend of the poor and 
- the oppressed.” With such a boldness 


and such a confidence, we shall be able 


‘ to overcome the combined influences 


of **the world, the flesh, and ‘the 
devil.” 
We shall, iu the help of the ‘Lord, 


‘ continue to plead the cause of the op- 
. pressed, to preach the gospel to the 


poor, and to oppose every thing which 
in our judgment is calculated to mar 


the beauty and loveliness of primitive 
Christianity, or wrest from the people 
their rights as intelligent moral agents, 
either in their relations to the family 
circle, the State, or the Church. J.B. 


Wayside Sfetches—No. 9. 

Laporte County is péthaps, all things 
considered, the garden spot of Indiana. 
Its well distributed timber and prairies ; 
its beautiful inland lakes; its fertile 
soil and varied surface; its railroad 
facilities, and the intelligence and en- 
terprise of its inhabitants, all combine 
to render it a desirable location. We 
approached it from the east, and our 
first stoppingplace was ‘* Rolling Prai- 
rie Station,” where we found @ very 
respectable congregation of Christians. 
We had large and attentive audiences 
for two evenings, and spent some time 
very agreeably in visiting a few of the 
brethren at their houses. ‘They have 
a very good meeting house, except that 
the pulpit is in the wrong end of it. 

Our next point was at Laporte City, 
where we spent a Lord’s Day. The 
congregation has suffered much in by- 
gone days by the various ‘“isms’’ 
which have, from time to time, been 
preached in their midst. Our beloved 
brother, Elder Wm. Lanz, istheresident 
preacher, and has perhaps effected more 
towards resuscitating the congregation 
than could have been done by any one 
else, owing no doubt partly to the’ so- 
cial position which he occupies. He 
, |is doing a good work in the whole vi- 
cinity. At Westville, in the same 
county, he has recently organized a_ 
congregation which bids fair to prosper. . 
At a subsequent meeting, he received 


several additions by confession “and 
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immersion. Although the congrega- 
tion at Laporte has suffered so much} 
by the introduction of untaught ques- 
tions, which gendered strife rather 
than godly edifying, there are some of 
the excellent of the among them, 
and we trust they will be able to exert 
a salutary infludfice on the community. 
Swedenborgianism is exerting a very 
deleterious influence upon the commu- 
nity. Their preacher, I learned, was 
publicly engaged in defending from 
the pulpit, dancing, theatre-going, and 
all kindred amusements. It will there-| 
fore require from the true Christian a 
scrupulously moral and upright deport- 
ment, to counteract the galeful infiu- 
ences of such semi-infidel religionists. 
Itis the every-day practical Christianity 
which is exhibited in the lives of its 
professors, that will eventually com- 
mend itself to the sensible part of any 
community: We cannot be religious 
by proxy. Christians should strive to 
act and think for themselves. They 
should read, and pray, and sng, and 
exhort for themselves, and to a certain 
extent should preach for themselves. 
Laporte is a flourishing place, number-| 
ing some ten thousand inhabitants. It 
is partially surrounded by a chain of 
beautiful lakes, which add greatly to 
the landscape, and afford an abundant 
supply of the purest water. 

Chicago is the great commercial cen- 
tre of the northwest, and has increased 
in an»aecelerated ratio hitherto un- 
known inthe history of cities. Its 
- population duplicates about every three: 

years, Its situation on the south east 
bank of Lake Michigan, gives it a large 


proportion of the vast commerce of the} 


tion with its railroad facilities, stretch: 
‘ing far in every direction, makes it the 
radiating point for the surplus produc- 
tions of the most fertile region on the 
globe. The street#’are throngéd with 
carriages, wagons, carts, drays, and 
horsemen; while the sidewalks present 
the same crowded appearance that ob- 
tains in the vicinity of a lately-dis- 
missed political meeting—and the first 
thought that strikes the mind of the 
beholder, is wonder in reference to ° 
where every body is going and what 
they are goingtodo. The city extends 
along the lake shore for seven miles, 
and westward at an average of some 
three miles, making an area of over 


‘twenty square miles. It is divided by 
the Chicago river,which empties into the 


lake by a main trunk running from the 
west, about a mile in length, formed 
by two branches called*the ‘North 
Stream and ** South Stream,’’ mak- 
ing altogether one of the best harbors 
on the lakes. By the river the city is 
divided into three parts, known as the 
‘north end,” **west end,’’ and south 
end. ”» As a general thing the build- 
ings are of wood and of a temporary 
character, but several blocks form an 
exception to this feature of the city, 
being bifilt on a magnificent scale with 
either stone or iron fronts. 

ligiously, Chicago is in the rear . 
of s6me other cities of less pretensions 
to commercial greatness. It is true 
they build meeting-houses and pay 
preachers, but in order to be popular, 
the religion of the Bible has to be so 
adulterated with the maxims and pa- 
rade of the world, as to lose in a great 


measure its sanctifying influences upon 


lakes ; which when taken in connec- 


~~ 


the community. Hence while they 
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boast of some fifty-six houses “of” wor- 
ship which are open on every Lord’s 
Day morning and evening, there are 
(according to one of their own journals) 
at the same time no less than ezght ball 
rooms, in each of which the ‘ band” 
plays from morning to midnight, and 
waltzing goes on without intermission. 
There are also two theatres which are 
in successful operation every Lord’s- 
Day evening. The Christian congre- 
gation is hutsmall. It has been strug- 
gling to maintain its existence for a 
numljer of years. At present, it is in 
& more prosperous condition. The 
brethren have procured the services of 
Brother Dr. E@an, recently of Indian- 
apolis, wh@is devoting all his time 
to the interests of the congregation. 
There are some excellent brethren there, 
but it was with regret that we learned 
that some of*the leading members were 
pro-slavery in their feelings, and at 
_ least one of them a bona fide slave- 
holder. We fear that in the latitude 
of Chicago primitive Christianity will 
never flourish, while the chattelizing 
of human beings is recognized as com- 
patible with its holy teachings. 

While in Chicago, we had the plea- 


sure of hearing Epwarp Evergtr re- 


peat his celebrated but stercofped dis- 
course on the character of W asuineTon. 
As an orator he acquitted himself yell, | 
but as a historian he failed to do jus- 
tice to the subject of his discourse. "He 
passed over in profound silence the 
protest of Washington against the in- 
stitution of human bondage, and his 
significant testimony in favor of uni- 
versal liberty, when in his last will and |. 
testament he provided for the emanci- 
pation of his slaves. Mr. Evrrert, 


although a scholar and orator, is evi- 
dently behind the age in reference to 
the reaction which is going on in the 
civilized world on the subject of slavery, 
or he would not let his conservatism 
rob the ‘Father of his Country” of 
the brightest laurel he ever placed in 
his wreath of glory. Whe whole effort 
only confirmed our conviction, that the 


world has nothing to hope from that 


class of declaimers who are seduced by 
the glitter.of legal and political popu- 
larity to forsake the labors of the sacred 


desk. The last hopé for suffering hu- 


manity is in that heaven-ordained in- 
strumentality called the ‘‘Church of _ 
the living Ged, the pillar and ground 
of the truth, and it can only exert a 
salutary influence upon the world in 
proportion as its members bear a prac- 


tical testimony in favor of the high 


toned morality of its only infallible 
rule of faith and practice, the Word of 
God. J. Be 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 


Requisitions of the Gospel—No. 1. 


All men, toa pan or less extent, 
are under the influence of sume system 
of religious teaching. The little child 
naturally looks to its nts for in- 
struction, the tractable student readily 
accedes to the counsels of the teacher 
in whom he confides ; and it is indeed 

impossible to find a human being, the 
formation of whose character does not 
depend more or less upon the’ instruc- 
tion of parents or teachers. It has 
been thoughtlessly asserted by some, 
that they are wholly under the control 
of reason and conscience, that the 
teachings of no person now living or 
dead have ever exerted any influence 
in molding their religious faith or con- 
trolling their conduct. But I would 
ask, What is reason or CONSRAENIDY 
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without knowledge? And whence 
comes knowledge? Reason, no: less 
than courage, is blind. without knowl- 
edge. Where there are no data, no 
remises, of course no conclusion can) 
deduced. But correct premises are 
always requisite to correct conclusions. 
If propositions, radically false, be tak- 
en for true premises, the inferences de- 
duced therefrom must necessarily be 
false. But as the premise must pre- 
cede the conclusion, so reason must in- 
variably be antedated by knowledge. 
_~ Wherefore the moral power by which 
our faith and conduct are regulated and 
controlled, canndt by any means be 
ascribed to reason, but it belongs solely 
to the teachings presented to our un- 
derstanding, and received by us as 
truthful. nscience, like reason, is 
valueless as a guide without proper in- 
struction. It merely records the deci- 
sions of judgment, and is wholly under 
the control of faith. If conscience, as 
some have averred, were an infallible 
amOnitor, its dictates would be the same 
to every individual. But while con- 
science taught Bishop Berkeley and 
Descartes that matter has no existence, 
_ it teaches the materialist that the en- 
_ tire universe is com of matter. 
Conscience taught the Romans one 
hundred and seventecn different and 
conflicting opinions coneerning the 
Summum bonum in the Augustan age, 
while it dictated to the Athenians the 
worship of thirty thousand idol 8. 
In compliance with the dictates of con- 
science, Plutarch and Cicero recom- 
mended suicide; Augustus, on the ides 
of March, sacrificed three hundred 
senators and knights, to the divinity of 
Julius Cesar; while the Egyptians 
in Heliopolis, at the shrine of the 
blindest religious zeal, offered in 
sacrifice daily three human victims 
to Juno. While conscience leads the 
ignorant devotee of the Koran on a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, it directs the 
course of the infatuated Mormon zealot 


it deifies the monkey in the wild 
jungles of Hindoostan, it pays its trib- 
ute of divine honors to the cat and 
crocodile in Egypt, and leads the 
devoted wife of the benighted Brahmin 
to yield her life a sacrifice on the fune 
p eof her husband. And while the 
ictates of conscience, in accents of the 
most complacent benevolence, have 
proclaimed peace on earth and good 
will to men, they have also with eager- 
ness whet the glittering sword, wielded 
the destructive shafts of death, and 
drenched the earth with human gore. 
Why did Saul of Tarsus te the 
unofiending followers of Jesus of. Naz- 
areth? Let his own response to this 
important inquiry be heard, ‘‘ I verily 
thought with myself, that I ought,to do 
many things contrary te the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth.”’ Faith and the 
dictates of conscience can never con- 
flict. Hence, while Saul believed he 
ought to persecute the disciples of 
Jesus, his conscience approved his acts 
of cruelty towards them. “ And hence, 
after his conversion to Christianity be- 
fore a Jewish council, the apostle avows 
the honesty and sincerity, which had 
iven direction to the religious acts of 
is past life. ‘Men and brethren, I 
have lived in all good conscience before 
God until this day.” When Paul be- 
lieved Jesus of Nazareth to be an im- 
postor, his conscience led him to revile 
and persecute his adherents, but when 
he emb the t impulsive pro- 
positio Jesus is the Messiah, the 
son of the living God, and the Savior 
of the world, the dictates of conscience 
ed thim to relinguish every worldly 
ambition, to consecrate all the energies 
of his being to the service of Christ, 
and wear out his life in laboring to ad- 
vance the faith which once he sought 
to destroy. 
Conscience is directed by faith, and 
faith by testimony; hence, if we em- 
brace false testimony, the dictates of 
conscience will be bent in a wrong di- * 


towards the Sodom of Utah. While 


* 


rection. One man affirms thatsprink- 
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ling or pouring has been to him the| 


answer of a conscience. And 
why is it? Not because conscience 
ever instructed him that sprinkling or 
pouring is baptism, but because he has 
embraced the doctrines of men, and 
not heeded the infallible teachings of 


the immutable God. The conscience | 


of the Quaker is with- 
out baptism at all. why? He 
believes it not obligatory. Hence not 
conscience but the teaching he receives 
as true, is his guide. If all men would 
hear, understand, and believe with all 
the heart the infallible teachings of the 
law of God, the consciences of all 
would harmonize in dictating the same 
thing relative to religious duty. 

If such a glorious er bl could 
be consummated, polytheism with all 
her myriads of temples and priests, 
could no longer find a votary; “the 
rites of pagan worship, crimsoned by 
rivers of sacrificial blood,” would cease 
to be celebrated, while the sombre 
shades of idolatry would be superseded 
by the mild and genial rays emanating 
from the sun of righteousness. Divi- 
sions among the people of God would 
cease to be, seetarian names and human 
dogmas would no longer be revered, 
while the mild sceptre of the Prince of 
peace would be speedily extended over 
the entire family of man. 

Wm. M. Ros. 


Communion Wine. 

It should ever be a matt@i@e deep 
solicitude, with all who are iden- 
tified, with the church of the living 
God, to walk worthy of that high vo- 
cation to which they have been called. 
As individuals and as congregations, a 
scrupulous regard should be had to the 
influence of all our words and actions, 
both upon the brethren and the world. 
Much care and attention are necessary, 
even in the performance of known and 
acknowledged duties, that they be done 


in such a manner as not in any way to 
operate deleteriously. To fail in guard- 
ing every point, sometimes, jeopardizes 
interests which may be dear to us, but 
which at the time are wholly out of 
sight, owing to their supposed irrelev- 
ance to matters in which we are en- 
gaged. 

In traveling through various por- 
tions of our country, and meeting with 
different congregations of the brethren, 
we have become thoroughly convinced, 
that too little pains ig taken to procure a 
suitable article of wine for the Lord’s 
table. In many instances it is scarce- 
ly any thing more than colored whisky, 
with the addition of a little saccharine 
matter. Not one-twentceth of the wine 
that has come to our notice, but what 
the presence of alcohol could be de- 
tected, both by the smell and the taste. 
In uging such basely adulterated com- 
pounds, the cause of temperance is in- 
jured, and the safety of some of the 
brethren greatly endangered. 

It is well known that persons who 
have reformed from habits of intem- 
perance, cannot with safety even taste 
of alcoholic liquors. Their only secu- 
rity is in total abstinence. The small- 
est amount imaginable, sometimes 
arouses the dormant appetite to such 
an extent, as to render it unmanagea- 
ble. Instances could be given where 
the use of such wine has caused breth- 
ren who once had been the victims of 
intemperance, to relapse into their 
former habits. We know good breth- 
ren who refuse to take the cup at the 
Lord’s table, not that they are fanatical, 
but because they are afraid of their 
only partially conquered appetites. 
Drunkenness is the “besetting sin” of» 
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every one who has ever formed for alco- 
holic stimulants an appetite, and itis in- 
dispensably necessary, that all such’ 
should guard themselves at that point 
from temptation. A brother said to me, 
he had not taken the wine at the commu- 
nion for years. Saidhe, ‘‘Bro. Boggs, 
I do not want to die a drunkard!” It 
is not our purpose at present, to discuss 
the question, as to what would be the 
duty of a brother in such a case, but 
rather to show what is the duty of our 
congregations. Preventives are on 
this subject morefmportant than cures. 

From the context and all the circum- 
stances, there can be no doubt. but the 
wine used by our Savior at the insti- 
tution of the supper, was the pure un- 
fermented juice of the grape. He 
speaks of itas “‘the fruit of the vine.” 
If, therefore, as congregations, we 
would carry out the precept and exam- 
ple of the Savior, it is just as neceSsary 


_ , that real wine should be provided as 


that there should be a real loaf. The 
substitution of a substance cntirely 
foreign from a loaf and at the same 
time positively injurious, would shock 
the moral sensibilities of every behold- 
er, and yet it would be difficult to con. 
ceive of anything more essentially dif- 
ferent from ‘‘the loaf,” than are the many 
poisonous compounds, sold under the 
name of wine, from the “fruit of the 
vine’’ used by our Savior. Indeed, the 
only resemblance it can possibly claim 
is the name; which is entirely arbitrary, 
and could with as much propriety be 
applied to any other liquid. 

The only apology or excuse we have 
ever heard offered, for using spurious 
wine, is the difficulty, or as it is 
affirmed, impossibility of procuring a 


pure article, and.that is in our judgment 
unsatisfactory and invalid. In the first 
place by a little exertion a supply of 
the “‘fruit of the vine” could always 
be obtained. The grape culture, to 
some extent, is becoming almost uni- 
versal, and if the pure juice cannot be 
kept during the whole year in an un- 
fermented condition, the grape itself by 
being placed in air-tight cans, can be 
preserved for any length of time, and 
pure new wine made for every occasion. 
In this way every congregation could 
make provision for a constant supply 
at a very trifling expense, less, perhaps, 
than it usually costs for the miscrable 
drugged alcohol now in general use. 
Suppose, however, we grant that 
there might be circumstances which 
would render it impossible for a con- 
gregation to procure pure wine, does 
it follow that they must resort to an 
intoxicating beverage to supply its 
place? Is drugged whisky the nearest 
resemblance to grape juice that can be 
found? If not, why use it to the mani- 
fest danger of many communicants ? 
If you must have a counterfeit wine, in 
the name of humanity use one that 
will not be deleterious in its effects up- 
on the physical man, It would be 
mu and better, every way, if 
pure Were cannot be procured, to take 
cold water, with the addition of some 
harmless coloring substance, and call it 
wine. Anotherand a better substitute, 
and one that is come-at-able in every 
latitude and longitude, is a liquid made 
by adding a small quantity of water to 
the common box raisins, after mashing 
them in a mortar. Let it stand a few 
hours, and strain for use. : 


It is time the church should set her 


. 
3 
4 
; 
% 
4 é 
7 
£ 
! 
| 
| 
be 
> 
7. 
? 
2 
] 


OHRISTIAN Macazime. 


9 


face against intoxicating liquors of 
every grade and under all circumstan- 
ces. As long as it is known to the 
world that Christians use for wine a 
liquid composed chiefly of whisky, 
they will fail to see the beauty and fit- 
ness of that commemorative institution 
enjoined upon us by our blessed Savior, 
and our influence in favor of total ab- 
stinence from all that will intoxicate 
will be materially impaired. The 
church was designed to be a ‘*‘ Tempe- 
rance Society.’”? Every Obhristian is 
commanded to add to his faith, ‘‘tem- 
perance ;” and as a means by which 
we may obtain the blessedness of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, we are to live 
‘soberly, righteously, and godly in 
this present world.”’ It is not in har- 
mony with the divine teaching, nor the 
relation in which the church stands to 
her meinbers individually, to place on 
the Lord’s table anything that could in 
any event prove a temptation, to com- 
mit what is to many their besetting 
sin. Men have by such means been 
drawn back into the vortex of drunk- 

enness; and what has been may be 
again. 

We hope our readers will not only 
read the suggestions we have made, 
but that they will act accordi ly. If 
you have on hand a quantity of drugged 
whisky, just throw it away and make 
such provision as will enable the con- 
gregation from henceforth when they 
mect at the commemorative table of 
the Lord, to “drink of the fruit of the 
vine.” It may cause a little extra 
exertion on the part of some one, but 
it is a duty you owe to the world, to 
the brotherhood, to the christian reli- 
gion, and to God. If the lamb which 


typified the Savior under the Jewish 
economy, had to be without blemish, 
the wine should be pure which typifies 
his blood, under the christian dispensa- 
tion. | J. B- 


—- 


Tobacco. 
The following article which we cut 


from an exchange may be too strong 


for the nerves of some of our readers, 
but the same is true of most of the 
tobacco which they use. We do not 
dogmatically press upon them any idea 
contained in it, but’as a suggestive 
article, we think it worthy the atten- 
tion of every cigar-amoking, tobacco- 
chewing Christian. 

As the purchased inheritance, all 
Christians are responsible, and will be 
held so in the day of judgment for the 
manner in which they use their prop- 
erty, their physical and mental endow- 
ments, and their influence on the 
church and the world; and should, 
therefore, pause before they determine 
to contract or persistently continue a 
habit at war with everything that is 
lovely and of good report. 

We have undertaken to preach tem- 


perance through the pages of ‘the 


Magazine; and in doing so, in the broad. 
sense in which it is taught in the New 
Testament, it is as impossible to pass 
over the use of tobacco as the use of 
alcoholic liquors. 

The young professor of Christianity 
who is acquiring the habit of smoking 
or chewing tobacco, can with but a poor 
grace, warn his brother against the 
danger of the “social glass.” The 
church member who deplores the evils 
of tobacco, but says “he cannot guit,” 
puts in the mouth of the drunkard 
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the only plausible excuse for continuing 
his intoxicating cups. 

Our position is, that it is not only 
within the range of possibility, but the 
imperative duty of all church mem- 
bers to abstain entirely from everything 
that they know to be injurious to them, 


physically, intellectually, or morally. | 


THE CHRISTIAN A SLAVE TO TOBACOO. 


_ My Brother! I wish to show you. 
that your habit is at war with religion, 
in name and thing. ) 

1. Religion bids you to be cleanly 
and gentlemanly in demeanor. But, 
tell me, is the common use of tobacco 
a cleanly and becoming practice? 
Snuff it, and it makes your nose a 
mere dust pan; chew it and it soils 
your lips and teeth, and makes your, 
mouth a nauseous distillery; smoke it, 
and it pollutes flesh and breath, earth 
and air, makes the chest a sort of vol- 
cano, and the mouth a crater venting 
smoke and fire. Is this gentlemanly 
or decent? When Governeur Morris. 
returned from France, a Doctor of 
Divinity, notorious as a smoker, said 
to him: “Mr. Morris, do gentlemen 
smoke in Paris?”  Gétitlemen,” 
said Mr. Morris, “gentlemen, doctor, 
smoke nowhere.” 

2. Religion bids you crucify fleshly 
lusts, and exercise self-denial. Is not 
this a hurtful lust, a vile appetite, an 
unreasonable self-indulgence, totally at 
war with purity and self-denial? Says 
Dr. Harris, ‘‘ Tobacco is a lust of the 
flesh, an agent of Satan, by which he 
is now destroying more bodies and 
souls than by any other agent.” Said 
&@ good man, “ tobacco is a lust, 
which is e mastery of me; I 
will drop it if it takes the flesh from, 
my bones.” He did so. Brother, I 
pray you do likewise. 

3. Religion bids you, as a steward of 

, to make a proper use of money. 


‘than useless. If you are well, the poi- 
son can do no good ; hence, every cent 
which you spend for it is a waste which 
dishonors God ; it is money for that 
which is not bread.” If you have used 
it for some time, a child can show that 
you have squandered an immense 
amount of money—money needed to 
raise drooping hearts, and to fill the 
world with light and love. 

4. Religion bids you to use time, 
ree, and life to the best purpose. 
The 1 of Stanhope maintains that 
the victims of this narcotic, spend one- 
twentieth part of their time—two years 
of forty—in itsindulgence. What right 
have you, to waste years or months 
in this manner? Is this ‘‘redeeming 
the time?” What right have you to 
enfeeble your body by this emasculating 

, when its energies, in full force, 
should be given to God and the 
our perishing race? What right have 
you to use a drug whose tendency is 
completely anti-vital, and which may 
‘cut short your life ten years, or twenty ? 

5. Religion bids you give the world 
a good example. It has oud said that 
ninety-nine victims in a hundred ac- 
ae the habit from infectious example. 

this as it may, the example of men 
oP ition is unspeakably pow- 

l rnicious. It has power to 
sweep multitudes of young men down 
to death. ‘* Father,” said a little boy, 
‘‘why do you chew tobacco?”’. ‘ Be- 
cause Ielove it,” was the reply. The 
son chewed it, learned to love it, and 
thus rained his health and embittered 
his whole life with disease. I saw a 


little with a cigar, ng like a 
I in ‘Father smokes, and [’ll 
smoke, sir,” was the reply. The cry 
on every hand is “Oure fathers, cure 
church members, cure men of influence ; 
when they drop it, we will ‘follow 
snt. 


6. Religion bids we to be a thorough 
temperance man. Rum and Tobacco 


Your habit is expensive, and worse 


are twin demons. Tobacco creates an 


of - 
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unnatural appetite which craves alco- 
holic stimulants, and the gratification 
of this appetite leads to drunkenness. 
Smoke-shove and dram-shops, sots on 
Rum and sots on Tobacco, have usually 
been identical; and Temperance can 
never triumph whilst Tobacco intoexi- 
cates the millions, Come, my brother! 
no longer declaim against Alcohol 
whilst a slave to Tobacco; no longer 
make yourself the song of the drunk- 
ard by intoxication on your quid or 


pipe. 
". Religion bids you to be pure and 
Christ-like. To use is defiling, 
is demoralizing. It is a heathenis 
abomination, and you cannot respect 
yourself as its victim. Do you think 
you please Christ by using it? Doyonu 
think Christ would have allowed John 
to lean on his bosom had he used it? 
Do you think the apostles used it? 
Are you willing this should be written 
on your tomb-stone; “ Here lies a 
Christian, who cut short his days by 
the use of tobacco?” Is this epitaph 
becoming to a Christian ¢ 
8. Religion bids you to be entirely 
devoted to God. The use of this per- 
nicious drug forbids this. If you used 
it early, and have used it long, it has 
become with you the king of appetites. 
You love it better than honey, or milk, 
or bread, or wine, or the choicest fruits. 
It is usually the last thing which en- 
gages your heart at night, and it is 
among the first things which claim 
our fond in the morning. 
irds may fill the air with music, 
flowers may load it with perfume, the 
sun may surpass himself in the beauty 
of his brightness ; but you cannot ep- 
joy the one or the other very much, nOr 
God, their glorious author, till you 
have appeased a giant appetite, which 
has dominion over you. ‘Be not de- 
ceived,” my brother. Think not that 
you love God with all your heart when 
this idol has such supremacy in your 
soul. Talk not of aspirations “ for 


tifieation,’’ whilst a slave to this pecu- 
har lust, or whilst your ety is 80 
much raised or depressed & the nar- 
cotic power of this deceptive drug. 
Break, my brother, from such ‘ bo 

of iniquity.” ‘Take hold,” Christian- 
like, and help us wake the Church, 
and wake the Nation, to this great and 
fearful evil. 


: Backsliding in Old Age. 

Did it ever occur to you that Chris- 
tians were more apt to backslide and 
fall into open sin in the latter part of 
their religions conrse, than in its ear- 
lier stages? It is a startling announce- 
ment, but I think you will find it true. 
Look at all the cases of backsliding re- 
corded in the Bible. Did they not, 
every one of them, occur late in life? 
There was David; in the days of his 
youth and early manhood, a pattern of 
faith and devotion. In advanced life 

ilty of murder and adultery, and still 

ter of pride and self-conceit, in num- 
bering the people. Look at Moses. 
The great sin of his life committed 
when just about to enter the promised 
land. Look at Hezekiah—the 
king Hezekiah.’ In his early days, 
years of his life (a special gi m hi 
God, and therefore one would think to 
be specially consecrated to him) bring- 
ing ** wrath n himself and upon 
Jerusalem.” too with Josiah: So 
too with Jehoshaphat. And look 
around at the cases of grievous back- 
sliding within your own observation. 
Have they not, almost every one of 
them occurred /ate in life? I mean, 
after many years of Christian profes- 
‘sion. This fact (is it not a fact?) seems 
to me to teach several lessons of deop 
and solemn importance. 

1. It accounts for another fact which 
has of late forced it upon my attention 
viz: That in the case of very many of 
God’s people, their heaviest and most 
numerous trials came /ate in life. God, 


holiness,” ‘*full assurance,” and “‘sanc- 


in his tender merey, sends the.trials to 
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save them from falling away from their 
steadfastness, and bringing reproach 
upon his cause. 

2. These cases, recorded in the Bi- 
ble, and confirmed by observation, 
ought to make Christians as they ad- 
vance in life, more and more watchful 

d distrustful of themselves.— Parish 


GOD. 


The following sublime ode to the Deity, is from the 
Rassian Anthology, and was written by the celebrated 
Derzhaven. This poem is said to have been translated 
into Japanese, by order of the Emperor, and is hung 
up embroidered in gold in the temple of Jeddo. It 
has also been translated into the Chinese and Tartar 

, written on a piece of rich silk, and suspend- 
ed in the Imperial Palace at Pekin. It was translated 
into English, as follows, by Dr. Bowring, but is said 
to have lost much of its original beauty by the transla- 
tion. It is a noble composition, and should be pre- 
served by the reader. 


O Ereanat One! whose presence bright 
All space doth occupy, all motion guide ; 
Unchanged through Time’s all devastating flight, 
Thou only God! There is no God beside! 
Being above all beings! Mighty One! 

Whom none can comprehend and none explore, 


Who fill’st existence with Thyself alone— 
Embracing ing—ruling o’er— 
Being whom we call God—and be now no more ! 


In its sublime research, philosophy 
May measure out the ocean deep—may count 
The sands or the sun’s raye—but God! for Thee 
There is no weight nor measure—none can mount 
Up to thy mysteries ; Reason’s brightest spark, 
indled by Thy light, in vain may try 

ought is lost e’er thought can soar so high 
Even like past moments in eternity. 7” 


Thou from primeval nothingness did’st call 

First, chaos—then on Thee 
Eternity had its foundation—all 

Sprang forth from Thee—of light, joy, harmony, 
Sole origin—all life, all beauty Thine : 

Thy word created all, and doth create; 

Thy splendor fills all space with rays divine. 

Thou art, and wert, and shall be! Glorious! Great ! 
Life-giving, life-sustaining Potentate ! 


chains th’ unmeasured Universe surronnd— 


Upheld by Thee, by Thee inspired with breath ! 
Thon the beginning with the end hast bound, | 

And beautifally mingled life and death ! | 

As sparks mount upwards from the blaze, 

So suns are born, so worlds spring forth from Thee ; 
And as the spangles in the sunny rays, 

Shine round the silver snow, the pageantry 


Of heaven’s bright army glitters fa Thy praise. 


A million torches lighted by Thy hand, 
Wander unwearied through the blue abyss ; 
They own Thy power, accomplish Thy command, 
All gay with life, all eloquent with bliss. 
What shall we cail them ? Piles of crystal light ? 
A glorious company of golden streams ? 

of celestial ether burning bright ? 
Suns lighting systems with their joyous beams ? 
Bat Thou to these art_as the noon to night ! 


Yet as a drop of water in the sea, 
All this magnificence in Thee is lost ; 


What are ten thousand worlds com to Thee ? 


what am I,then? Heaven’s unnumbered host, 
I 


hough multiplied by myriads, arrayed 
all the glory of sublimest thought, 
Ts but an atom in the balanve, weighed 
Against Thy greatness; is a cipher brought 
Against Infinity. What am I, then? naught ! 


Naught !—Butthe effluence of Thy light divine, 
Pervading worlds hath reached my bosom too ; 
Yes, in my spirit doth Thy spirit shine, 

As shines the sunbeams in a drop of dew. 
Naught ! but I live, and on Hope's pinions fly 
Eager towards Thy presence ; for in Thee 

I live, aud breathe, and dwell ; aspiring high, 
Even to the throne of Thy divinity. 

I am. O God; and surely Thou must be! 


Thon art! directing, ing all, Thou art! 
Direct my understanding, then, to [hee ; 

Control my spirit, guide my wandering heart ; 
Thongh bat an atom ’midst immensity, 

Still | am something, fashioned by Thy hand ! 

I hold a middle rank ’twixt heaven and earth ; 

On the last verge of mortal being stand, 

Close to the realms where angels have their birth— 
Just on the boundary of the spirit land ! 


The chain of being is complete in me ; 

In me is matter’s last gradation lost, 

And the next step is spirit—Deity ! 

I can command the lightning, and am dust ! 

A monarch, and a slave—a worm, a God ! 

Whence came I here? And how so marvelously 
Constructed and conceived ? Unknown! This clod 
Lives surely through some higher energy, 

For from itself alone it could not be. 


Creator! Yes, thy wisdom and thy word 
Created me! Thy source of life and good | 
Thou spirit of my spirit, and my Lord ! 

Thy light, Thy love, ia their bright plenitude, 
Filled me with an immortal soul, to spring 
Over the abyss of Death, and bade it wear 

A garments of eternal day, and wing 

I venly flight beyond this little sphere, 
Even to its source—to Thee—its sather there. 


O thought ineffable ! O vision blest | 

Though worthless our conceptions all of Thee ; 
Yet shall Thy shadowed i fill our breast, 
And with its homage to the Deity. 

God bo my lowly thouzhts 
Thas hy presence—Being, wise an ; 
’Midst Thy vast works, admire, obey, adore ; 
And when the tongue is eloquent no,more, 

The soul shall speak in tears of gratitude, 
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For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
A Sermon. | 

«Bat man dieth ; he wasteth away ; yea, he giveth 
up the ghost, and where ishe?”” Jos 14th c. 10thy, 
I. “ Mandieth”’”’ When thesolemn 
proclamation first issued from the Di- 
vine Council, “*Man, of this Tree thou 
shalt not eat,” earth and heaven in 
sweetest melody, together, sang the 
magic song of universal peace, and 
love, and joy unuttered, utterless. 
Glorious unnumbered, rolling 
perfected from the Almighty’s hand in 
endless series, revolving, gave back 
the sacred music of God’s created in- 
telligences, and echo answering echo 
from space’s utmost bounds with earth 
and heaven, angels and man, swelling 
the returning chorus, greeted Jehovah’s 
listening ear. He smiling pronounced 
it “wery good.” 

But scarce had the sacred edict trem- 
bled on the quiet breath of paradise, 
and echoed back in quick reverberation 
to the open ear of Him who spake, ere 
man, new fashioned man, put forth his 
impious hand and did eat. 

hen you might have seen the record- 
ing angel, with faltering steps and 
trembling hands, app and unlock 
the sealed book and with his iron pen, 
man’s destiny, ““Man, thou shalt 
ve. 

Again, Jehovah’s voice in sweeter 
accents, plays in quick vibrations upon 
Ian’s quivering ear, ‘Man, thou 8 
live again.” 

Thus originated the all important 
and the ever interesting interrogatory, 
“If man die, if he giveth up the ghost, 
and wasteth away, where is he ?”’ 

‘Man dieth.” Go to the yawni 
_ portals of the clammy grave, roll bac 
the stone from the peopled sepulchre of 
death, wake up the sleeping millions of 
the ancient , unmantle the pale 
nations of the tomb, bid briny seas’ 
eternal waves, bid oceans’ rolling bil- 
lows bring back their dead ; then, then, 
when all the living dead are summoned 


forth, bid each, bid all bear witness to 


the universal fiat of Jehovah, ‘Man, 
thou shaltdie! * * * * Bid the 
living, bid the dying, bid the weeping, 
bid the joyous circles of earth’s . 
ering. multitudes respond !|—‘* Man 
man! surely he dieth!”’ 

Turn, if you will, boastful smatterer 
of unstaunch science, and high-as- 
suming princely airs scholastic, thrust 
the sacred word of holy men inspired 
away; spurn high heaven’s most sterl- 
ing revelation, if you must; yet, like 

tient Job of old in his swellin 

eart’s deep bitterness, read in nature 
volume the fleeting destiny of man. 
Turn every leaf in this compendious 
book, search every line of every page 
productive of a thought original, and 
on it meditate, till in it all pervading 
deity appears. Behold yon mighty 
Lebanon, nature’s pride! Before its 
towering majesty, pause, and with 
your nice analogy’s erring rule, biogra- 
phize one of human kind. And, if 
you can, tracg,” exquisitely, minutely 
trace, trace man from the cradle to the 
ve. 

See the wide extended arms of the 

t Banyan, outspread on either side 
to drink the heavy dews of heaven in, 
as if in mockery of decay. Yet those 
lofty arms, beneath whose shade assem- 
bled thousands can repose, are each 
day withering, dying,—dead,— in sight 
ofman. Baobab! great Baobab, whose 
beardless trunk has felt the heavy 
of time a thousand years, and shud- 
derednot! Thouart fallen! Lebanon ! 
Banyan! Baobab! You are fallen! 
Thy living dust shall back to dust 
inanimate return, and no 
for passers to note the place thou 
liest . . All this bespeaks the 
august career of man from his mother’s 
arms to the silent tomb. 

Leave, now, the dark, umbrageous 
forest alone in nature’s stillness. Let 
the monarch oak and the monldering 
wilderness of woods d the rise 
and fall of kings nations hence- 
forth in her own deep solitude. But © 
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remember the lesson we have learned, 
Man dicth.” 

Once from its mighty embrace, let 
your learned eye survey another leaf in 
nature’s volume. Trace in each speak- 
ing line some true memento, noting a 
living point in every stage of man’s 
fleeting passage from the rocking cra- 
dle to the worm-rioting grave. The 
opening bud, the new born babe; 
the full blown rose, the prime o 
life; the fading flower, the decline of 
man; the falling germ and its buried 
rest beneath the mantling sheet of 
winter, man, awfully lowered down 
deep into the cold, damp sepulchre, 
wrapped in the winding sheet of uni- 
versal death. Nature is truly emblem- 
atical of man. 

II. wasteth away.” The everlast- 
ing decree has gone forth ; the eternal 
mandate of Jehovah has broken the. 
stillness of earth and heaven; man has 
heard his voice, and nature obeys; 
** Dust thou art and to gust shalt t 
return.’ How emphatic, yet how true ! 
“Man shall lie down alike in the dust, 
and worms shall cover them.” Our 
Fathers have all gathered up their feet 
in death. Their forms, the 
matchlesssymmetry oftheir bodies, have 
been resolved to dust, its origin, again. 
Their beloved ashes have been borne 
in silence along upon the buoyant 
wings of- heaven to every clime; or 
washed by the waters to the lucid 
depths of unfathomed ocean. We lay 
our friends away in the voiceless grave 
and, bending o’er the spot, we fain 
would call it Sacred; yet how very 
soon that coffined frame is lost in earth, 
untraced forever. ‘‘ Man wasteth away.’ 
Ill. ‘*Where ws he?” This ques- 
tion to human reason instructed minds 
alone, is a fathomless subject leading 
direct into the dark forest of airy in- 
sensibility ; and to other minds, un- 
taught by reason, revelation, or chance, 
it guides irretractably into that laby- 
rinthine chaos of fu from which 


ever extricate. Vain and complicated 
is the web of Opinionated theories 
which enshroud the pantomime world ; 
because a thousand and one narcotic 
philosophers, harnessed in the wiry 
cables of unperfected science, have 
each thrown the flying shuttle to weave 
another thread of idle speculation in 
the vast loom of thought, hance to 
fetter the upward flight of deathless souls 
of other men of less diluted essence of 
the unborn Deity than their own, or 
else unite to fabricate a veil, to darken 
darkness, still more dark. Beneath 
this mournful shroud, without a clearer 
thought than heads bewildered, the 
torpent world, in heavy sleep, sleeps 
on. | 
Now and then a bold, decisive will, 
Original in its dictates, with David’s 
faith in Israel’s God, still learns to 
plume enlightened reason’s wing from 
out the Book of Revelation, and fly 
the dark arena of superstition, to the 
halcyonian courts of truth revealed, to 
solve this one problem, ‘‘Man 
dieth, and where is he?” These 
know that man’s de spirit never 
yet has wandered back, through death’s 
dark vale to unfold Jehovah’s hidden 
mysteries. These know that he who 
floats beyond the throb of time, beyond 
the beating pulse that giveth life and 
sensibility to dust inanimate, can no 
more beat back with the returning ebb 
of death’s cold stream, whose eternal 
flow so madly rushes on to people vast 
eternity, than he can stay the heavy 
roll of old ocean’s waves, or calm the 
respiration of her turbulent bosom. 
He alone, who laid the foundation of 
the earth, and spread out the heavens 
like a scroll, can tell the place of his 
habitation. 
dieth, his body in the 
of death wasteth away, | 
Where is 
Shall we ask philosophy? Philoso- 
hy untaught by ‘ ation’ is silent. 


nothing short. of an infinite God can 


er oracles are speechless ; her Hiving : 


votaries anxious. Shall we ask r 
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Reason unenlightened by ‘Jtevelation’ 
is in ““wandering mazes lost ;” her last 
footsteps die echoing in the charnel- 
house of the grave. Shall we ask 
science? Science unaided by ‘/revela- 
tion’ is dumb, and soare all things 
dumb. Earth, and heaven, and hell 
- are dumb, ’till God in ‘Revelatzon’ 

speaks to man. Then philosophy 
reason, science, earth, and heaven, and 
nature everywhere, become vocal with 
‘‘smirits” immortality. Lay aside the 
Bible, God’s Truth, the Holy Bible, 
repudiate its teaching, and for aught 
we know the ‘grave is man’s home 
forever, and death is an eternal sleep.’ 
Lay aside the Bible, spurn its history, 
reject its prophecy and its precepts, 
and the sable shroud of darkest super- 
Stition covers us. 

Midnight without the moon or shin- 
ing stars, noon-day without the sun or 
any other beacon torch to betray the 
brightness of its glory, is lighter far, 
than man without the Bible. Man’s 
origin, and man’s destiny, with all its 
diversified interest, would rest in the 
lost arcana of obscurity forever. Blot 
this Bible from existence, tear its truths 
from the sacred of thought, anni- 
hilate the monte intellectual, and 
prophetical sun, erase the last dee 
every hope of man; you have plu 
the most direfual hell, than 
which the maniacshuddersat. ‘ Where 
is he?” echoes from the tomb. Then 
comes the soul cheering response radi- 
ant from Holy writ, ‘“‘Dhy friends are 
“hid with God.’ ‘‘Man dieth,”’ 
‘yet he liveth again.” ‘‘He wasteth 
away,” yet God can call, reanimate his 
sleeping ashes. Go search the archives 
of inspiration, the sacred records of 
Jehovah’s will and revelation, study, 
for in them ye learn his habitation. 
Have you a dear and beloved friend, 
- whose pallid and motionless bosom is 
by the cold clod of the church- 
yard, know this, that thy friend is ‘Aid. 


hand of death willhave been laid’ 


heavy upon us, and the grassy mound 
and marble monument mark alone the 
place of our mouldering dust; Then 
may our “spirits,” be hid with the 
limng God. R. Gopparp. 


Letters to Alexander Campbell—No. 12. 


Tae Foerrtve Stave Law. 

Brotuer explana- 
tion is called for, on the of some 
of my friends, of the delay of this let- 
ter. Domestic affliction, sickness, 
death have deprived me of both time 
and inclination: but having a little of 
each now, I resume the pen. I have 
not.quite done with the Constitution. 

I shall hasten over this branch of the 
argument; as it has become wearisome 
tome if not tothe reader. As for 
yourself, you affect not to know any- 
thing about my letters! Be it so—it 


is of small consequence to me person-_ 


ally—but the friends of Free Inguiry 
after Truth, will ask why it is, that a 
man who has been complaining for 
thirty four years of just such treatment 
from those who have ed, and mis- 
represented, that a man who has boast- 

of fair dealing toward all oppo- 
nents, as much as you have done, that 
such a man should treat an opponent 
on this question of Slavery thus. Why 
isit? You have been so intensely con- 
troversial all your days, as to gain the 
reputation, whether justly or unjustly, 
of loving controversy for its own sake, 
or for the sake of fame. You, of whom 
it might be said as father Bunyan said 
of one of his characters, ‘‘As his name 
was, even so was he,” for your name, 
I believe signifies “A Field Warrior;”’ 
being a contraction of Campus Bellum. 
You, who, even now, have again vault- 
ed into the saddle, and are sitting 
like a Knight of the Tournament, with 


your lance in rest, and the glove thrown 


down, while your ‘Herald’ is proclaim. 


with God.” And by and by the cold, 


‘ing to all the divisions of Christendom 
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to select their man to meet you, upon 
the whole subject of the controversy 

ou have raised against the Creeds and 

ystems of the day. If, with your an- 
tecedents, you feel at liberty to treat 
with silent contempt, an © opponent, 
from the ranks of Abolition, so be it! 
The Lord judge between me and thee! 
And He will judge, and men will judge! 

_ But to return fom this digression, to 
the Constitution. You have appealed 
to contemporaneous history to establish 
the meaning of the clause in question. 
I follow you in that appeal, and assert 
that every vestige of history proves 
that every one of the members of the 
Convention that framed the Constitu- 
tion, understood the clause concerning 
‘Fugitives to be a matter of Compact 
between the States, and not a grant of 
Power to Congress. I have, lying be- 
fore me a brilliant speech of Byron Paine 
Esq. in thecelebrated case of S. M. 
Booth, of Milwaukie, for assisting Fu- 
as Slaves, in which he quotes from 

ames Madison, and from Judge Ire- 
dell, of North Carolina, distinctly set- 
ting forth that this clause was a matter 
of agreement between the States, and 


not a grant of power to Con ! 
_ And now I will conclude, by stating 
my last, and strongest argument, viz : 
The Constitution gives power to Con- 
for National purposes, and for 
eer alone. How many vetoes have 
we had on the ground that the propo- 
sed measure was not National! What 
appropriations for the improvement of 
Rivers and Harbors have been with- 
held, by the different Presidents, be- 
cause the object was Jocal and section- 
al. I have before me in the New York 
Trreune, President Pierce’s veto of 


the bill making appropriations for the | 


Insane. Almost every one thought 
that was truly a national object ; “bat 
Franxuin Prerce said not. If people 
became insane it was their own private 
misfortune, or that of their own par- 
ticular friends—it was no concern of 


have the treasure of the nation expen- 
ded upon any such trifling grievances 
and private misfortunes as these! Alas! 
Alas! But if a Slave was to be 
caught, that was a great national meas- 
ure!!! Ifa Slaveholder has lost a 
Slave, the wEART and putse of the na- 
tion must beat responsive to his grief, 
and loss!! The Army of the nation, 
the Navy of the nation, the Treasure 
of the nation, all,—all are to be held 
subsidiary to this GREAT NATIONAL con- 
cern!!! ‘A world on Fire!!!! As- 
tronomers have exclaimed, a blazing 
star has appeared; and other worlds 
than this, with their countless millions 
of inhabitants, may have gazed, and 
wondered at such a stupendous catas- 
<n ag may have sympathized with 
such a vast calamity ut what was 
that to the “‘running away of a Nigger 
from his Master!” Hear it, O ye na- 
tions !! ‘There is but one step from 
the sublime to the ridiculous,” says 
the proverb; and I think that was nev- 
er more strikingly exemplified than in 
this case of the savans of a great na- 
tion, leaving the high concerns of 
State to become Blood-Hounds on the 
the track of a poor Fugitive. 

In the light of the Constitution, in 
the light of reason, of the fitness of 
things, Congress has no more power to 
hunt up, and restore Slave property than 
any other property. No more right 
to hunt up and restore Slaves, than 
horses or sheep. Yes, indeed. The 
a. disconsolate maiden, that has lost 

er poodle-dog, has just as strong a 
claim upon President Buonanan, for 
assistance, as the man or woman 
has lost a Slave! 

Yours for the honor of the nation. 

M. 8. CLAPP. 
P. §8.—Iw my next, I shall consider 
the morality of this law, (as it is called) 
and the supremacy of conscience. 


The vanity of human life is like a 
river, constantly passing away, and yet 


the nation. He could not consent to 


constantly coming on.— Dean Swift. 


3 
3 
a? 
| 
= 
3 | 
ia 
a 
| 
F 
4 
+ 
‘3 
4 
‘ 


Norra- WwW ESTERN CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


17 


_ Apologies for Slavery—No. 2. | 

Brotuer Boees: We have found 
some brethren who cannot apologize 
for slavery as it is. They say the sys- 
tem should be reformed. They think 
it capable of such ‘corrections’ as 
would make slavery all right enough. 


These, therefore, say, ‘‘correct the| 


es.” When called upon to defend 
abuses,” —to make out a bill for 
‘¢corrections,” the following would 
be the items, with some slight varia- 
tions : 

First. The buying and selling of 
slaves should be ** corrected,” that is, 
should be abandoned. 

Second, Matrimonial rights should 
be observed and respected among 
slaves, with the same degree of sacred- 
ness they are among any other people. 
The slaves who have been joined to- 
gether according to the law of Christ, 
should not be separated. 

Third. The paternal relation should 
also be regarded with the same degree 
of respect, it is with the other classes 
of society. 

Fourth. All slaveholders should be 
required to educate their slaves, at 
least so far as to enable them to read 
the Bible. 

And, Fifth. The general treatment 
of slaves should be greatly improved. 
They should be treated with the same 
kindness that hired servants, or any 
class of dependents are. If (say these 
theorists) these “‘abuses of American 
slavery were corrected,” we could have 
no the system. 

** Correct the abuses,” dut do not 
cast away the thing as worthless be- 
cause 1t has been ‘abused,’ would be 
@ sound maxim for reformers to be 
pr by. All successful reformers 

ave acted upon this principle. To 
say the thing is, or has been “abused,” 
is the most certain evidence of its 


utility. The more valuable the house, 
the man, the system, the the 
of no 


liability to ‘abuse.’ Thi 
“abused,” 


though | secured 


often the occasion, or the means, by 
that both true, 
and intrinsi 18 greatly ‘‘abu- 
sed.” Indeed, ‘t is the object of the 
bad to ‘‘abuse” the. . And just 
so far as that which is itself an evil, 
can be made the means of misdirecting 
that which is right and , does the 
evil subserve the end and. object of its 
abettors. 

The gambling table cannot be “ aba- 
sed ;’? but it is the means of abuse to 
every man that is so reckless of his 
character and money as to approach it. 
A counterfeit drug cannot be ‘‘abused ;”’ 
but when the inventor can succeed in 
abusing the sick and the infirm by the 
use of it, then does he accomplish the 
object of its creation. So of a counter- 
feit bill, or a spurious coin. But the 
best drug ever invented may be ‘* abu- 
sed,’’—may be diverted from its in- 
tended and degitimate use, and become 
the means of death. In this consists 
the ‘‘abuse.”” That which is intended 
as an honest circulating medium in the 
commerce of the world, is diverted to 
every species of wretchedness and wo. 
It is made the means of gratifying the 
most brutal lusts—the occasion of theft, 
robbery, and murder. This is “abuse.” 
We must discriminate between that 
which can be ‘abused,’ and that which 
cannot be ‘“abused.’? That which 
proposes a mutual good, an, equitable 
proportion of gain to all parties con- 
cerned, is ‘* abused,’* when so managed 
that one party reaps all the advantage, 
and the other is defrauded. Civil goy- 
ernment has for its object the good of 
all, both the rulers and the ruled; but 
when it confers favor upon some at the 
expense of others, by sacrificing their 
rights, then is the government ‘ abu- 
sed,’ by diverting it from its proposed 
ebject—by an unrighteous administra- 
tion of its provisions, in 

Slavery, as a civil regulation, is in- 
capable of such “abuse,” as all -the 
advantage proposed by the system is 


to one party; therefore, any 
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reformation or correction of the sys- 
tem that would make it equally advan- 
us to the master and the slave, 
would be an “tabuse” of the system. 
But such change in the system is not 
only impracticable but impossible, for 
then it would no longer be American 
slavery. The system as it is, and as 
it must be, so long as it has any being, 
cannot be abused, for its sole object is 
‘““abuse.” All the gain, all the advan- 
of the system, arises from “‘abuse.”’ 
To talk of the ‘‘ abuses” of slavery, is 
like talking about the ‘abuses”’ of 
stematic robbery or counterfeiting. 
or these are no more a conspiracy 
against God and the rights of men, 
than American slavery. The one be- 
ing sanctioned by law and custom, and 
the others condemned, does not chan 
the facts nor yet the qualities of the 
facts. Law cannot convert vice into 
virtue, nor wrong into right; these are 
as immutable as God himself. If it is 
the object of slavery to make some rich 
by robbing others—to make the legiti- 
mate use of the system consist in 
‘* abuse,” then all the sanctions of law 
and the blandishments of the Church 
thrown around it, cannot make it other- 
wise than a wicked conspiracy against 
the enslaved for the benefit of the en- 
slavers. That slavery is this, precisely 
this, we shall proceed to show; and if 
‘we are successful in our showing, the 
logies now under consideration in 


ments of the system, are wild and fa-: 
natical. | 

First, then, ‘‘The buying and sell-. 
ing of slaves should be corrected—that 
is, should be abandoned.” — 

The trafficing in slaves cannot be an 
| tem, unless the laws 
of the system disallow it. But, the 
laws of the system make slaves an 
article of commerce—therefore, no 
‘‘abuse”’ of slavery. But, to make 
men, women, and children articles of 
merchandise, is ‘‘ abuse,” most wanton 


‘system under whose broad sanctions 
the ‘abuse’? is perpetrated. This 
‘abuse’? of that entity made in the 
“ 9.7 and likeness’ of God, is not 
only allowed by the system, but is es- 
sential to its very being. This ‘‘abuse” 
of man is as essential to the system, as 
the heart and its pulsations are to ani- 
mal life. In this ‘tabuse’’ the system 


kad its origin—has its — , its 
extension, y all its 

fits. And when the system shall 

proscribed in this right of “abuse,” 
the system of slavery is no more; or 
at least it would become extinct with 
the present slaveholders. And then 
those who have many slaves, male and 
female, would have to be Pharaohs, 
and command that the slave children 
should be ‘‘cast ont as soon as they 
were born,”’ lest they should be over- 
stocked. Notwithstanding the false 
logic of this class of apologists, we are 
happy to hear even this much. It 
shows that their hearts are not ada- 
mant. But it is quite evident that 
they are still in great favor with the 
system, else they would not make this 
great and palpable blunder. They 
would discriminate between the abuse 
of slaves by the system, and the abuse 
of a — whose avowed object it is 
to use.’ 

Second. *‘ Matrimonial rights should 
be observed and respected among slaves 
with the same degree of sacredness 
they are among other poops The 
slaves who have been Se together 
according to the law of Ohrist, should 
‘not be separated.’”’ This again shows 
that the heart of the apologist is better 
than his head is wise ; that he sees the 
wrong, but does not see that that wrong 
is the unavoidable result of the system, 
‘‘abuee”’ that never 

© encourage marriage, to let the 
married enjoy each other until death 
should separate them, would reduce 
the profits of the system. None but 
the unmarried could be sold and taken 


“abuse” of humanity, but not of the 


to any slave territory. © The married 
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might be sold, but not separated be- 
yond a suitable visiting distance. This 
would be an inducement to marriage 
and chastity ; but it would greatly cir- 
cumscribe the profits of the master. 
Hence marriage among slaves is a 
farce. The exceptions will not affect 
the general result. The married are 
sold and separated without remorse or 
pity; this being understood among 
slaves, is therefore a hindrance to mat- 
rimonial alliances, and a canse of pro- 
miscuous intercourse. This disregard 
shown to slave marriage is also the 
fruitful source of another kind of sexual 
traffic, of which the form and com- 
plexion of the American negro is the 
most convincing proof. This ¢rans- 
formation and bleaching is not the 
effect of Southern sun and soil, but the 
effect of unrestrained Iust, and the 
young master is sometimes father and 
sometimes half brother to his slaves. 
No marvel that the man who has a 
just appreciation of national chastity 
and virtue should say, This is an 
“abuse,” and needs “‘correction.’”’ But 
we marvel at the stupidity of the man 
who does not see that this is not an 
‘“‘abuse” of the system, but the ‘“‘abuse” 
of those under the influence of that 
system whose natural and legitimate 
tendency is ‘‘abuse.” 
_ Third. The paternal relation should 
also be treated with the same degree 
of t itis with the other classes 
of society. In order that parents may 
discharge their several duties towards 
their children, their rights must be 
respected and defended. So long as 
the exclusive claims of parents to their 
children may be invaded and set aside 
by the will of another, is the relation 
nothing different from the parent cow 
or sheep. The difference is only that 


the woman brought forth a child—the 
cow a calf, the sheep a lamb. When 
the human offspring can be taken from 
the mother at any moment after birth, 
or indeed sold before birth, as is often 
the case, then is there no difference 


between the human mother and the 
brute mother. 
issue, not in the parents’ rights to, or 
interest in that issue. This 1s the con- 
dition of slave ts; nor can it be 
otherwise, and the system accomplish 
the object for which it was originated 
and is now sustained. Neither can 
there be a time fixed when the children 
of slave mothers shall pass from their 
maternal care into the hands of the 
masters, who were the legal owners as 
soon as the children were n. 

1 infancy continues until eighteen 
and twenty-one. To let such children | 
remain under parental authority and 
training, enjoying the fond caresses 
and smiles of loving parents, and the 
children returning to father and mother 
the precious incense of filial love and 
respect—until that, or any period less 
than that, would interfere with the 
master’s interests, consequently with 
his rights. And as slaves have no 
rights, therefore masters may and do 
“abuse” all the natural affections our — 
common Father has implanted in the 
bosoms of parents for their offspring. 
Philoprogenitiveness is the same among 
all nations, under the same de of 
enlightenment. With this well estab- 
lished fact before us, let us think for 
one moment of the druteing and crush- 
ing of those nobler sentiments and feel- 
ings of our nature—feelings as strong, 
as susceptible, as sensitive, in the heart 
of the colored man and woman, as they 
are in the fair An on. The 
slave mother oe her hability, is 
in constant fear; and if she is not, it 
is because slavery has extinguished 
and ground out of her soul what God 
had implanted there. But the cruel- 
ties of slavery, Aer own fortune, have 
only served to quicken these emotions. 
The slave market, the auction block, 
has told, and is daily revealing the 
facts in the case. What scenes of sor- 
row, what breaking of hearts, what 
bleeding of father’s, of mother’s, of 


brother’s, and of sister’s hearts, have 


The difference isin the 
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been witnessed at these Golgothas— 
these places of crucifying. ‘To bruise 
the body, to mar the physical structure 
with whips and branding irons, is bad, 
but to crush the instincts of the soul, 
to deface the moral ‘‘image,”’ to oblit- 
erate the divine “‘likeness’’ imprinted 
upon the ‘inward by the hand 
of his Creator, is worse. And yet this 
is done, daily done—done upon an ex- 
tensive scale, under the eye of Ameri- 
can churches, and many professed 
Christians are the perpetrators ; others 
justify it, some excuse it, and some 
ike Gallio, ‘‘care for none of these 
things.’’ My God, is this the religion 
of thy Son? It is not, it cannot be. 
That has work for every natural power 


of body and mind.,—gives scope and 
‘development to conjugal, parental, and 


filial affection. But, slavery, iron 
hearted slavery, interposes its stern 
decrec, and says these affections shall 
be extinguished ; or what is infinitely 
worse, shall only be gratified when it 
is to the interest of the master. 

God gave to the sexes affection for 
each other, and has therefore required 
the virtuous exercises of these affec- 
tions in an indissoluble wedlock. He 
says they shall be ‘one flesh;” but 
the slaveholder says they shall not be 
‘Sone flesh.’ God commands the hnus- 
band to “love the wife;” but the 
slaveholder countermands this law, 
every time he sells the wife from the 
embrace of her husband. If he could, 
he would obliterate from the mind of 
the defrauded husband the remem- 
brance of the wife and mother, and 
make her to him as though she never 
had been; but this he cannot do. He 
can inflict the wound, but he cannot 
heal it. These holy instincts, the ef- 
fect of God’s benevolent will, he can- 
not annihilate. God only could take 
from the proud monarch of Babylon 
the ‘* heart of a man, and give to him 
the heart of a beast.” If slaveholders 
could do this, they might greatly Jes- 
sen the sum total of human sorrow. 


God commands parents to “bring ea 
their children in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” But the three 
hundred thousand slaveholders in the 
United States, tell God to the face that 
their slaves shall not do this—that 
others shall bring up their children. 
They set aside the command of God. 
They do this upon their own respon- 


\sibility, for the sake of a more Iucra- 


tive traffic in human flesh. All the 
affections of the family compact are 
natural; they are from the Creator— 
have their origin in a divine appoint- 
ment. ‘‘For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and cleave 
to his wife, and they twain shall be 
one flesh, so then they are no more 
twain but one flesh; what therefore 
God hath joined together let no man 
put asunder.’’ This is the voice of 
God, therefore marri is from hea- 
ven. To separate those who have 
been joined together, is to disregard 
the institution; to throw hindrances in 
the way of those who would rightfully 
enter into this alliance, is to treat it 
with contempt. To rob parents of 
their children born in wedlock, the 
legal and therefore the holy production 
of conjugal affection, is to sin against 
God man; it is to di all 
those pure and happifying affections ; 
it is to contravene the will of God in 
the virtuous exercise and development 
of them. Without the cultivation of 
these social feelings, there is neither 
individual nor social enjoyment; there 
is neither private nor public worth. 
The man that possesses them not is a 
monster, and the man in whose soul 
they have been suppressed by adverse 
influences, is a damaged man, a ruined 
man, a wretched man. 

If slavery had been originated with 
a view to destroy all the affections of 
family and kindred, it could not have 
been more skillfully contrived. And 
if it has sneceeded 
satannic wor destroying conj 
parental, and filial affection in our 
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slave population, it is because it can- 
not. The ‘‘abuse” of these relations 
has extinguished those natural affec- 
tions in some cases, and quickened 
them in others. The necessary ten- 
dency of the system is to destroy man, 
to make him something else than what 
God made him, or more miserable than 
the provisions of the gospel contem- 
plate. 

Civil and religious liberty create no 
new sympathies and affections; they 
only afford an opportunity for their 
cultivation and unrestrained enjoy- 
ment. Hence, freedom is as valuable 
to man as his being; for without the 
proper development of himself, he can 
neither have enjoyment in himself or 
in his fellow man. If such are the re- 
wards of freedom, the returns of slave- 
ry are just the opposite. These differ- 
ent results are as legitimate in Ameri- 
can freedom and American slavery, as 
cause and effect. In the law of causa- 
tion, they are but antecedents and con- 

uents. To break up the family re- 
lations, to separate husband and wife, 
parents and children, etc., would be 
an “abuse’’ of the law, and of the per- 
sons. The injured law would be re- 
dressed by suitable amends to the 
‘‘abused” persons, and inflictions upon 
the offender, in order to maintain the 
supremacy of law in the protection of 
human rights. What the law con- 
demns in the case of freemen, it justi- 
fies in the case of slaves. Therefore, 
the” ‘‘abuses” of these social relations 
can never be “corrected,” and the 
System sustained. To correct the 
“abuses,” the system must be abol- 
ished. | 

Fourth. ‘‘All slaveholders should be 
required to educate their slaves, at least 
so far as to read the Bible.’? At first 
sight this requisition would seem to be 
reasonable. It is certainly benevolent. 
But it does not Aenee follow that it 
would be just in this case. What 
would be right in every other case 
would be wrong in this. That it is the 


duty of parents and guardians to edu- 
cate their children is admitted by all. 
In some States neglect forfeits the 
claim, and should in all civilized lands. 
In all cases to withhold education, is 
‘“abuse’’—so regarded byall enlightened 
men. And yet we are inclined to the 
opinion, that to require a slaveholder 
to educate his slave children would be 
an abuse of the master, who is also the 
legal guardian. He did not become a- 
slaveholder for the benefit of his slaves, 
but, solely for his own advantage. If, 
therefore, to withhold education would 
be a pecuniary loss to the master,— 
slaves would be educated, and the sys- 
tem would provide for their education. 
The reverse being the truth in this ease, 
the system has, therefore, made the 
mest definite and specific provision, 
that slaves shall not be educated. 
Whatever the “abuse” may be of a 
being made to be educated—capable of 
being educated—desiring to be educat- 
ed, itis no “‘abuse” of the system of 
slavery. There are no two oe more 
incompatible than education and slave- 
ry. ucation requires both time and 
money. The slave has neither. Every 
hour of the slave belongs to the master. 
To require the master to devote his 
time for the benefit of the slave would 
be unreasonable. To require the mas- 
ter to appropriate his money from sym- 
pathy or affection for the of the 
slave would be equally so, for he has 
neither. There is yet a more serious 
difficulty in the way of educating slaves. 
If education would be an advantage to 
the slave, it would be a disadvan to 
the master. It would unfit the slave 
to be a slave. It would make him 
more unhappy in his condition. His 
education would help him out of a con- 
dition for which the grossest ignorance 
is the best qualification. | 

Slaveholders are as wise as ‘‘gods.” 
God gave to the horse and ox 
physical strength and docility —just 
what would make them and useful 


slaves. Had he given them intelli- 
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gence they would not be slaves. They 
would not bear the goad and the /ash. 
The horse would know how to use his 
heels and the ox his horns. Who 
would be the master then? Ignorance 
1s just as important to African slavery, 
as to brute slavery. Intelligence is 
power. Rather, it enables to appropri- 
ate power—how to apply and bring it 
to bear. These 
and their allies have taken upon them- 
selves todo by system what God did 
not do in creation—namely, to fit a 
race of human beings to be involuntary 
slaves, for which the Creator only fitted 
certain species of the brute creation. 
“God has made of one blood”’ (of one 
man). “all nations of men.” This fact 
would suggest, that God made all na- 
tions to be educated, or he made none 
to be educated. That he endowed all 
with a capacity to be educated, and a 
desire for education. That the affirm- 
ative of this is true, is denied by none. 
The missionary zeal and effort, and the 
success attendant upon that effort, have 
settled the question of universal brother- 
hood. Christians feel that the untutored 
savages are their brethren, and that it 
is their duty to raise them to an equali- 
ty with themselves by education ; that 
e aboriginal negroes can, and should 
be, and are being educated in their 
native Africa, but the same race should 
not be educated in Americz. Why 
this invidious distinction, but to sub- 
serve a purpose? That purpose being 
unmistakably and undeniably this, 
namely, that some men might be served 
beasts in human form. That as 
had some how overlooked the value 

of such an entity, it was, therefore, 
important that one should be made ‘dy 
art and man’s device,’ not to be wor- 
shipped, but to worship, and serve his 
creators. It is first the object, then the 
means to accomplish that object. The 
desired object was an animal in human 
form, possessing a human soul, and a 
sufficient amount of intelligence to do 


the bidding of its master and no more. } 


Perhaps, that adviscr who is a 
ready to give counsel when business of a 
certain kind is to be done, suggested 
the means. ‘Take now to yourselves 
men, women, and children of another 
color, and deprive them of all the 
rights of humanity, and you will have 
precisely the kind of creatures you 
want.” This advice was seen to be 
good, and forthwith the measure was 
adopted. The plan was simple, but 
most efiective. It was simply a 
metamorphose. And, almost in the 
language of Dryden, “man was metamor- 
phosed into a beast.” But, to carry out 
this scheme there must be co-operation 
—extensive co-operation. Naturalsym- 
pathy had to be destroyed. That feel- 
ing of compassion for the heathen of 
all lands and of all complexions, had to 
be overcome. Prejudices had to be 
created. That kindly feeling for the 
unfortunate—those who had shut 
out from the means of civilization and 
improvement, had to be converted into 
an inveterate feeling of prejudice and 
disgust. A new and strange public 
sentiment had to be created with refer- 
ence to this devoted ple. That de- 
gradation to which their condition had 
subjected them, was charged upon the 
Creator, hence the oft repeated remark, 
‘‘God made the negroes to be slaves.’ 
The secular and ecclesiastical powers 
pledged themselves to assist in this 
work. This new development of hnu- 
manity—man, proper man,—existing 
in the highest stato of social refinem¢ht, 
but possessing the rights of brute beasts 
only! And now look at the success of 
the enterprise. In less than one century 
nearly four millions of these beings are 
the result of the system. 

A being human in every sense of the 
word,’ a being possessing a human 
body, an animal soul, a rational spirit, 
but deprived of all the rights, honors, 

rivileges, and immunities of such a 
being’ Placed on a level with the 
brute creation in the market, and com- 
merce of our slaveholding States! 
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Equal only with the beast in matrimo- 
nial rights, paternal rights, filial rights, 
educational rights ! 

Apologists for slavery are indeed the 
weakest and the most self-contradicto 
philosophers in the world. Their apol- 
ogies are made up of conflicting ele- 
ments. They approve and they disap- 
prove ; they justify and they condemn. 
Sometimes their heads seem to be right, 
and their hearts wrong ; and sometimes 
their hearts appear to be right and 
their heads wrong. One grain of 
common sense Fenantiy applied will 
show every sané man that there:is no 
medium ground between the slavehold- 
er and the abolitionist, betwen positive 
justification, or positive condemnation. 

The fifth apology, ‘The general 
treatment of slaves should be greatly 
improved,” etc., next moon. 

J. 
For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
Congregational Protest. 

Brotuer Boaas :—At a recent meet- 

ing of the Disciples’ Church, in Solon, 


— 


Cuyahoga county, Ohio, to take into| 


consideration the great and important 
question of American Slavery, the 


unanimous feeling and sentiment of 


that congregation was expressed in the 
following preamble and resolution : 

Whereas, the Christian religion is a 
system of purity and holiness, and a 
thongs in any sin is in strict vio- 
ation of the doctrine of Ohrist, as 
taught in the New Testament, we can, 
therefore, but express our abhorence to 
the great and crying sin of slavery, 
that itis in violation of the doctrine 
taught by our Lord and Savior, that 
we should love our neighbors as our- 
selves, and we as a church built upon 
Jesus Christ, feel that its blighting in- 
fluence is keeping thousands from 
obeying the truth, and sinking the 
church greatly below its high and exalt- 
ed station. We can but express our 
feelings and sense of duty in the follow- 
ing resolutions : | 


. That the time has come when! 


every Christian should use his whole 
influence to rid it from the church, that 
she may be holy and without sin at the 
coming of Christ. | | 

2. That we lament the condition of 
many of our brethren at the South, and 

they may see 

olding as property, so ist 
died to redeem. 

8. That we cannot, with the under- 
standing we have of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ as taught by the apostles, regard 
any ns as Christians who do 
not at all suitable times and places, 
raise their voices and use their influ- 
ence against the t sin of Ameri- 
can Slavery in all its forms. 

4. That we will not give unto, sup- 
oe nor in any way fellowship the un- 

oly institution, and earnestly request 
our preaching brethren, our editors, 
and their correspondents to speak 
against it, that the church may awake 
to the great law of our Lord and Savior, 
that you would that others 
should do to you, do even so unto them. 
Solon, June, 1857. Be 

 postrophe to Water. 
‘** Look at that, ye thirsty 
earth! Behold it! 


ones of 
See its. purity! 


| How it glitters, like a mass of liquid 


ms! It is a beverage brewed by the 
and of the Almighty himself! Not 
in the simmering still or smoki 
fires, choked with poisonous gases, an 
surrounded by the stench of sickening 
odors and rank corruptions, doth our 
Father in Heaven prepare the precious 
essence of life, the pure cold water; 
but in the green glade and grassy dell, 
where the red deer wanders, and the 
child loves to play; there God brews 
it, and down, down in the deepest val- 
leys, where the fountains murmur and 
the rills sing; and high upon the tall 
mountain tops, where the naked gran- 
ite glitters like gold in the sun, where 
the storm-clouds brood and thé thunder 
storms crash; and away far ont on the 
wide sea, where the hurricanes howl 
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music and the big waves roar the cho- 
rus, sweeping the march of God—there 
he brews it, that beverage of life, health 
giving water! And everywhere it is 
a thing of beauty; gleaming in the dew 

, Singing in the summer rain, shin- 


ing in the ice gem, till the trees all| 


seemed turned into living jewels ,spread- 

ing a golden veil over thesetting sun, 

or a white gauze around the midnight 

moon, sporting in the cataract, sleep- 

ing in the iers, dancing in the hail 

shower—folding its bright curtain soft- 

ly about the windy world, and weav- 

ing the many colored iris, that seraph’s 

zone of the sky, whose warp is the rain- | 
bow of earth, whose woof is the sun- 
beam of heaven, all checkered over 
with celestial flowers by the mys- 
tic hand of refraction—still always it 
is beautiful, that blessed life water 
No poison bubbles on the brink ; its 
foam brings no sadness or murder, no 
blood stains its limpid glass; broken- 
hearted wives, pale widows and starv- 
ing orphans shed no tears in its depths; 
no drunkard’s shrieking ghost, from 
the grave, curses itin words of eternal 
despair ; beautiful, pure, blessed, and 
glorious ; give me forever the spark- 
ling, PURE COLD WATER !” 


Tux above is an extract from asketch of Paun Den- 
ton, the Texas missionary, entitled ‘‘Panl Denton’s 
Barbecue.” 


ago to attend a barbecue, when there would be a plen- 
ty to eat ‘‘and the of liquor.’’ The 
came, found abundance of comeatibles. but no pota- 
bles; and in reply to their rade demands for liquor. 
Paul Denton burst into the above strain of eloquence. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
“This Tabernacle.” 
BY THE DOCTOR. 
CHAPTER I.—INTRODUCTORY. 

A Pagan philosopher once honored 
his species by calling man ‘‘a Micro- 
cosm ’’—a little world in himself—an 
oan of the universe; but the Bible 

8 man in a more exalted niche in 

e temple of creation. It regards him 
as a finite transcript of the Infinite—a 
created image of the uncreated and 


An invitation had been issued by the, 
preacher to the rough Texans of some thirty years | 


eternal one. And this is not said of 
man in reference to his moral and spir- 
itual nature only ; it is affirmed of man 
in relation to that which may die— 
whose blood may be shed, (Gen. ix., 6) ; 
and this is given as a reason why 

will avenge the violence that is done 
to man’s person. God deems it an in- 
sult offered to His image. We shall 
not stop to indulge in vain and fruit- 
less speculations on the subject of how 
matter can be the image of Him who 
‘is a spirit.”?” When we have learned 
to comprehend either matter or spirit— 
to know what they are in their essence, 
it will then be soon enough for us to 
address ourselves to this mystery. . In 
the lower forms of creation, we have 
simple matter moulded into myri 

of forms by the laws of chemical com- 
bination. Above these, we find this 
combined matter cast into organic forms 
by that invisible and undiscovered 
force which we call vegetable life. 
But these vegetable organisms them- 
selves become the material for con- 
structing the more elaborate and com- 
plex structures of animalized matter 
under the control of a higher life—a 
brain life, endowing matter with the 
mysterious and wonderful power of 
volun locomotion. But man, en- 
dowed with all these forces and facul- 
ties, is still conscious of another life— 
a higher life than that which he daily 
carries with him to the dinner table, to 
feed and sustain it. The Bible 
man as a complex unity—a high moral 
and intellectual being—a spiritual es- 
sence assimilated to the angelg, dwel- 
ling in a temporary residence of ani- 
malized matter—the tent of a trav- 
eler—‘ This Tabernacle,” as Peter and 
Paul have called it. The importance 
of this tabernacle becomes apparent, 
when we learn that the inner man who 
inhabits it receives all his impressions 
of, and intelligence from, the outer 
world through its organs; and in turn 
that which is spiritual in man, can 
only make known its internal actions, 
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its desires, emotions, and aspirations, 
through that which is material. The 
impressions made on the outer or ma- 
terial man, affect the inner or spirit 
existence, and the inner man responds 
to these impressions. through his ma- 
terial organs. The intimate sympathy 
existing between the body and the 
mind, is a matter too well understood 


by all who have, to any. degree, applied 


themselves to the study of man, to n 


either proof or elucidation at our bands. | 
precision to the perceptions of the mind, | 


Abuses of the physical man, or viola- 
tions of the laws of his organization, 
never fail to impair the, powers of the 
mental man. ra one has observed 
the sluggishness of the mind after a 


gluttonous dinner, or the insanity con-| acq 


sequent on a free use of alcoholic drinks 
or Other narcotic poisons; yet no one 
Supposes that these agents act on the 
mind itself. They make their impres- 
sions on the brain and nervous system, 
the instruments by which mind makes 
itself manifest to the external world. 
And when this mental machinery is 
obstructed, impaired, deranged, or not 
properly developed, we always find a 
corresponding defect in the men 
manifestations. 

It is from this stand point only that 
we can see all the relations we sustain, 
and the duties springing from them. 
It is by studying man from this point 
of observation, that we learn the im- 

rtance of observing with religions. 

delity all the laws that govern our 
physical organization, if we hope to 
attain to a high standard of mental 
ability or moral excellence. 

Thé great error of the Stoics of old, 
and their successors the Gnostics, was 
that they proposed to foster, cherish, 
and cultivate the inner man, while 
they affected to vn ory and despise the 
tabernacle in which it dwelt; and that 
error has cast its shadow over many of 
the religious theories of this age, and 
tinged with the hues of its false phi- 
losophy almost all our systems of edu- 


cation. Both religiously and educa- 


the “Testimony of the 


| tionally, we regard man in too purel | 
,an intellectual phase. We place ed 


small an estimate on the infinence of 


external circumstances, modes of life 


habits of diet, exercise, rest, &e., and 
depend too much on that discipline 
that is purely mental. With a feeble, 
undeveloped body, violating habitually 
and daily the laws that govern its 
healthy action, it is absurd to expect a 


With the object of giving clearness and 


and energy, foree, and endurance to its 


manifestations, it is the duty of every 


human being, and especially of parents 
and teachers, to study carefully and 
uaint themselves thoroughly with 
the laws of life and health. 

Come with us, then, and let us take 
a stroll through ‘‘ this tabernacle,” and 
contemplate its wonderful arrange- 
ments, its nice adaptations, its in 
nious contrivances, and the simplicity 
and harmonious operation of the laws 
governing the movements of its elabo- 
rate machinery. David has well said, 
(Psalm 139,) I am fearfully and won- 


tal| derfully made. Divine wisdom is every 


where stamped on the anatomical struc- 
ture and physiological action of the hu- 
man body. Dr. Young, when gazing on 
the star-gemmed firmament, exclaims— 


‘An indevout Astronomer is mad.” 
We may be permitted to parody the 
expression, and say— 

An indevout Anatomist is mad. 


For if the immensity of creation, as 
unfolded by astronomy, displays the 
omnipotent arm of the Creator—the 
nice adjustment of parts, the beautiful 
adaptation of means to ends, exhibited 
in the structure of ‘‘ this tabernacle,” 
is an equal display of Infinite wisdom. 
The human body is not only the last 
of God’s creations, but it is the per- 
fection of his handiwork. In the ear- 
lier days of creation curious shell fish 
flourished and passed away leaving 
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only record of their existence; mighty 
reptiles once peopled this earth, but 
they vied from existence, having ac- 
complished the purpos 
tion; the the huge 
mammoth, lived and died, and his race 
became extinct before God made man 
in his own image. All these wonder- 
ful creatures were made with the doom 
of death upon them; God saw nothing 
in them worth perpetuating. But when 
man, the masterpiece of creation, stood’ 
before Him, “ foarfull and wonder- 
fully made,” Divine Wisdom recog- | 
nized in that noble structure that whi 
was worth preserving from death, the 
inevitable doom of all other organisms, 
whether animal or vegetable. He 
therefore provided among the fruit- 
ing trees of the “‘Garden of De- 
lights,’’ a life-perpetuating tree, that 
the crowning glory of creation might 
be presery m mouldering back 
into dust again. | 
Even after man, by disobedience, 
had forfeited his place in the en of | 
God, and his right to the Tree of Life, 
the Heavenly ather in mercy placed 
cherubim with a revolving sword-like 
flame ‘‘at the east of the en of 
Eden, to keep the way of the Tree of 
Life,”’ until that new and living way 
should be manifested—that life and 
immortality be brought to light which 
the gospel of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ unfolded to the world. And 
though the “house not made with 
-hands,”’ which the apostle anticipated 
when “this Tabernacle” should be 
taken down, is to be a spiritual body, 
yet the holy oracles every where inti- 
mate that our ent material form is 
to be the type of that “ glorious body.” 
But be this as it may, the apostle ex- 
plicitly declares that this present body 
is“ the temple of the holy spirit,” (1st 


Oor. vi., 19,) and that it is as muc 
our duty to glorify God with our body 
as with our spirit. This can be done 
only by “yielding our members as in- 


e of their crea-| 


h} We 


tite or nsity that is wicked in 
itself—not ‘elie power but may, and 
shouid be, consecrated to the glory of 
God and the good of humanity. Every 

function of our body and faculty of our 
mind were given to us of God, for a 

noble purpose; every law of our being 
is a divine enactment, for the fullest 
development and healthy ation 

of our manhood; and the Creator hav- 
ing thus furnished and endowed us, 
has a claim, in equity, for the service | 
of our vigorous efficient powers. If 
we violate the laws of our physical 
manhood, and thus disqualify ourselves’ 
for the mission of life, we throw con- 

tempt on the authority of the Divine 

Lawgiver, and rob of ** the living 

sacrifice of our bodies,’’ which he claims 

of us as a reasonable service. The 

Lord complained that Israel of cld 

brought him the sick, the maimed, and 

the torn of their flocks for sacrifice, 

and will He hold us guiltless if we 

bring Him the service of bodies, en- 

feebled and rendered unfit for the great 

business of life, by the violation of the 

laws which He has given us to govern 

our outer manhood ? 

If the whole penalty of this violation 
of these laws fell upon ourselves, we 
would be less culpable than we are; 
but by an irrevocable law of God, en- 
stamped on His whole vital creation, 
the fearful consequences of our physi- 
cal crimes are visited on 
the third or fourth generation. The 
world groans under the burden of he- 
reditary, or transmitted diseases; and 
this burden, ever accumulating the 
actual transgressions of each génera- 
tion, has filled the world with groans 
of pain and sorrow, and has reduced 
the span of human life from the cen- 
turies of the ncaa. to the brief 
years of their degenerate sons. 

pose, Deo volente, a familiar 
talk with the readers of the Magazine 
on the divine laws of the material man, 
in a series of several numbers, review- 


struments of righteousness unto God.” 
Man, fallen as he is, has not one appe- 


ing the subjects of Diet, Air, Exercise, 
Rest, &. 
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EDITOR’S TABLE. 


To THE Hepnews ; translated 
from the Greek, on the basis of the com- 
mon English version, with notes.”” Ameri- 
can Bible Union. —We commend this 
work (just published) to the attention of 
every lover of the Bible. We think even 
the superficial reader cannot fail to dis- 
cover a manifest improvement on the au- 
thorized version of King James, while to. 
the scholar and the theologian it must 
commend itself for the purity and clear- 
ness of its diction, faithfulness of its ver- 
sion, and to the classical character for its 
notes. It costs at the Rooms of the So- 
ciety, New York, only sizty cents, beauti- 
fully bound. 


Penny Gazerre.’’—This is 
decidedly the most interesting Sunday 
School paper that we have seen ; beauti- 
fally illustrated, and in every way adapt- 
ed to the taste and capacity of children. 
Besides, it is the cheapest publication of 
the kind. Hight copies for one dollar! 
Published by the American Sunday School 
Union. See advertisement on cover. 


TemPeR oF THE MAGazine.—In the 
April No. of the Christian Sentinel, we 
find a notice of the V. W. Christian Maga- 
zine, which contains several approbatory 
sentences, for which the writer has our 
thanks ; but as a kind of saving clause, 
he adg@s, ‘‘The temper of the Magazine 
on the slavery question is such, however, 
as to make its title rather a misnomer.” 
Will that one of the Sentinel’s editorial 
trio who penned the foregoing, be kind. 
enough to point out to us the particular 
position we have taken that renders the 
cognomen of the Magazine a ‘‘misno- 
mer ;’’ or whether he thinks the simple 
fact of our opposing the institution of 


slavery in common with intemperance, 


> 


covetousness, sectarianism, and clerical 
despotism, is a sufficient reason to anatha- 
matize it as unchristian? We would 
also take it as a favor, if he would suggest 
for our periodical some name that would 
not be a ‘“‘misnomer’’! 


Puonetics AND R. 
P. Prosser, of our city, has greatly im- 
proved his ‘‘ Phonetic Journal,” by the 
addition of a phonographic department, 


a knowledge of which is essential to every 
| one who desires to be an efficient reporter. 
‘He has on hand all the elementary and 


standard works in his department, and 
we find on our table a beautifully gotten 
up little volume of *‘Choice Selections 
in Prose and Poetry,’’ in the Phonetic 
spelling, which we heartily recommend to. 
all lovers of chaste and refined compo- 
sition, and especially to all friends of the 
spelling reform. 


Wiuperrorce Couiece is located at 
Xenia, in this State. It has some fifty 


: colored students. ‘Twelve of them were 


emancipated and sent from the South, 
and their expenses are being defrayed by 
their Southern friends. 


“Tae Femare Spiniroaust.”—In our 
next No. we intend to republish a lecture 
with the above caption, from a recent 
volume entitled, ‘‘Representative Wo- 
men,’’ a most interesting and instructive 
book, published by Sheldon, Blakeman 
& Co., New York. 


tro tHe Derry. We commend to 
all lovers of true poetry the beautiful and 
sublime stanzas, found on page 12. It 
has no doubt lost something of its ori- 
ginal grandeur by ¢rans/ation, but it still 
has charms which cannot fail to interest 


the intelligent and poetry-loving reader. 
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OommentTarigs.” We 
again call the attention of our readers to. 
this invaluable work. We have received 
the third volume, which, in point of in- 
terest to the theologian and the general 
reader, is fully equal to the two former 

It commences ‘with the evangelical ac- 
count of the last meal of Jesus with his 
disciples, and closes at the sixth verse of 
the seventh chapter of Paul’s letter to the } 
Romans. 

The on the four 
ists is conducted in parallelisms, carrying 
the mind of the reader historically and 
chronologically from the birth and child- 
hood of Christ to his final crucifixion, 


resurrection, and ascension, harmonizing | 


and reconciling all the supposed discrep- 
ancies in their testimony. We pronounce 


it the most valuable commentary that has 
ever come to our notice. It should form 
a part of every Christian’s library, and 
especially every one who labors in word 


and doctrine. See the advertisement on 
cover. 


Sermons ;’”’ New York, 


‘Sheldon, Blakeman & Co.; 450 pp., 12 
mo. We confess we took up this beauti- 
fal volume with a strong prejudice against 
printed sermons, but it all vanished before 
wo had read half'a dozen of the twenty- 
seven discourses which it contains. 


» ‘Phe author has succeeded in retaining 


much more of the sow! and spirit of Chris- 
tianity in his discourses, than is generally 
found in written sermons, even when read 


in manuscript from the sacred desk. Few 


- men either living or dead, have attained 
greater celebrity as a pulpit orator than 


the author of this and a preceding series 
of discourses... He is said to be ‘‘the 
most successful preacher i in London,” and 
is styled ‘‘the modern Whitfield.” _ 
~ Doctrinally it might be objected to, 


too Calvinistic; but the purity of its dic- 
tion, its spirituality, and its deep toned 
piety, are so conspicuous as to render its 
| perasal both interesting and profitable. 


Eoupse or Fairs, or a Visit to 
a Religious Skeptic.” This is a volume 
of 450 pp., 12mo.; Crosby, Nichols &. 
Co., Boston, Publishers. - It has attracted 
much attention both in England and 
America, and we arose from its perusal 
with the conviction that it was one of the 
ablest works of the kind ever issued. _ 

The objections of the skeptic and in- 
fidel are fairly met, fully ‘‘weighed in 
the balance, and found wanting.” The 
Bible and the religion it teaches, clearly 
vindicated. 

The conversational form of the work 
adds greatly to its charms. We com- 
mend it to all our readers, and especially 
to the young convert to Christianity. It 
will strengthen confidence in God’s Word, 
and fortify against the wiles of the adver- 
New Sowpay Books. We call 
the attention of those engaged in Sunday 
Schools, to the new Library being pub- 
lished by brethren Jas. Cuatuzn & Sons. 
Series No. 1, consisting of ten volumes, 
is now ready. 

The Sunday School Library, we the 
supervision of Brother D. 8. Buryert, is 
in the hands of a large publishing house, 
and may be confidently expected in a short 
time. 

The A. R. T. and B, Sbciety this 
city, are also publishing a series of Sun- 
day School Books. They have fifteen 
‘volumes now out. The most of them are 
anii-slavery in their character, and in our 
judgment well gotten up both as regards 
matter and manner. 


Home FoR We rejoice to 
learn that our much esteemed brother Dr. 


as J, Hays, of Shalersville, Ohio, has estab- 
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lished a water-cure in that beautiful vil- 
lage. The location is healthy, and an 
abundant supply of soft water is afforded, 
and also fresh mineral water. We com- 
mend Dr. Hays and ‘his establishment to 
the confidence of all classes of invalids. 


Apotoey. To a'number cf brethren 
and friends who subscribed for the Maga- 
zine during our recent tour, we wish to 
make the following explanation. We 
promised them the May and June Nos. of 
third volume, and the whole of fourth 
volume for one dollar, and sent their 
names home with such instructions; but 
owing to a considerable increase in our 
subscription list after we left home, the 
editions both fell short, and consequently 
our orders could not be filled. We greatly 
regret it, but all we can do now is to 
promise during the current year to fully 
compensate them with other matter. 


‘*Tae Banv.” The readers of 
the Magazine will not fail to examine 
carefully our musical page. The piece we 
publish is from a new music book called 


“The Nightingale,” of which our beloved 
brother Elder A. is the au- 
thor, and Messrs. Arrircate & Co., of 
this city, publishers, ‘The system of no- 
tation is new, but needs only to be seen 
to commend itself to the common sense 
of every musician, as combining all that 
is valuable in any other system. 

The volume contains some beantiful 
pieces of music, both secular and sacred, 
and is in our judgment well adapted to 
Singing Societies, Sunday Schools, and 
all other organizations where vocal music 
is taught. 


Exper B. U. Warkixs. In answer:to 
several interrogatories relative to his con- 
tributions, we would say that we are sorry 
to learn that he has turned his pen into s 
ploughshare. Being a peace man, he had 
no sword to convert to that use. | 


“Tus We delayed the 


Magazine a day or two, for the purpose 
of inserting the admirable Introductory 
to a series of articles, ‘‘ Written by the 


Doctor.’’ 


CHURCH NEWS. 


Carthage, N. April 29,1857. 

My Dear Brotner: The cause of hu- 
manity and of God, which we are plead- 
ing,.is onward, and I trust its advocates 
will continue to increase. The ‘‘Maga- 
zine”’ is gaining friends—I am satisfied 
that there is a growing interest among the 
brotherhood, with reference to the leadin 
rinciples which it advocates, The a | 
ord speed the time when all who love 
him sincerely shall see’ eye to eye, and 
stand side by side in the mighty contest 
for the truth and liberty. Since I last 


kingdom some three hundred volunteers, 
nearly one hundred of whom are in Men- 
tor, Lake county, Ohio, where you have 
many friends and a number of readers. 
I am spending a little time inthis State, 
and at present in this beautiful village, 
where there is a congregation of warm 
hearted brethren but recently planted, 
mostly by the labors of Brother J. D. 
Benedict, of Ohio, and especially cared 
for by our Brother M. Bickford, a lawyer 
by profession, but who has lately learned 
that ‘‘ law and ” do not go so well 
together, and therefére nearly abandoned 


wrote you, I have had the unspeakable 


pleasure of introducing into the Master’s 


the former prompted by his love for the 


| 
{ 
if 
J 
a 
4 
4 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 


30 


CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


latter. May the Lord bless him in his 
pleasant labors of love, and give him 
many souls for his hire and an abundant 
entrance into His heavenly kingdom at 
last! ‘To God be all the praise for all the 
triumphs of the gospel. Let us continue 
to labor for the crown that fades not, and 
the inheritance which wastes not. My 
Christian love to yourself and family. 
Adieu, W. A. 


Buchanan, Micuican, May 27, 1857. 


Brorger Boaas: Since our happy meet- 
ing at Vandalia, resulting in twenty-five 
accessions, I visited the Christian congre- 
gation in Pawpaw, when a noble hearted 
class leader, with three other persons, re- 
nounced Methodism, and three of these 
who had been sanctified were planted in 
the likeness of Christ’s death. On Lord’s 
Day, the 17th inst., in Jefferson, I had 
the pleasure of baptizing one person into 
Christ. Also last Lord’s Day, in Royal- 
ton, one Methodist lady who had been 
sprinkled, submitted to the solemn insti- 
tution of Christian immersion, May the 
Lord preserve us all unto His heavenly 
kingdom! Yours, in hope of eternal 
life, Wa. M. Roe. 


Leclaire, Scott Co., Iowa, May 13, 


Brotuer Boaas: Having moved my 
family here from Trumbull county, Ohio, 
last November, I desire to mention the 
fact to the brethren on the Reserve, Ohio, 
through the Magazine, and especially to 
those who remembered me in their pray- 
ers and contributions, in view of my long 


and painful afflictions, through which God | P 


by a well directed train of Providence has 
brought me safely thus far. Being in a 

measure restored to my former physi- 
eal ability, I express to God himself my 
heart’s warmest emotions of gratitude for 
your kindness and hospitality, Christian 
brethren; for which, be assured, I shall 
long cherish you, who make a Christian 
brother’s cause your own. 

The great cause which we plead was 
much prostrated through long and serious 
difficulties, when I came here; but we 
have succeeded in restoring the Church to 
order. We have had large and attentive 
assemblies—the good seed has been sown 


broadcast, and we are beholding most) 


glorious results. We have succeeded in 


restoring four to the Church, three united 
from the Baptists, two by letter, and 
eleven baptized, up to the Ist of May; 
when our beloved Brother McConnell la- 
bored with us faithfully for the space of 
nine days, which resulted in eleven ans) 

al 


baptized, (two from the Presbyterians, 
five by commendation, making in 

thirty-six. The brethren here are greatly 
encouraged. The Lord be praised for the 
conguests of Zion! Brethren, let us go 
on conquering and to conquer, pleading 
the cause of God and humanity, having 
the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ who 
tasted death for every child of man. Christ 
exhibited a universal philanthropy. If 
any member have not the spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his. Should we not mani- 
fest the spirit of our Savior, and endeavor 
to give the gospel, if possible, to the 
heathen at home as well as abroad? O, 
that the Lord would cverturn and over- 
turn, till the Most High rules in the king- 
doms of the earth! And may the man- 
acles and chains of the slave soon be 
broken, the yoke of the oppressor re- 
moved, and the lash of torturing humanity 
soon be cast away. Heaven speed the 
day when humanity every where shall en- 
joy freedom of speech, freedom from op- 
pression, freedom from the bondage of 
sin and Satan, and exult in the glorious 
light and liberty of the gospel of the Son 
of God. Yours, for the cause of God and 
humanity, Epuram 


Bedford, Taytor Co., lowa, May 11, ’57. 
Brotaer Boees: The Church at this 
lace, organized three months since, num- 
bers about fifty members, and although 

we have to worship in a school house 

congregations are generally large and at- 
tentive. This is a new part of lowa, and 
of course whisky, with all its attendant 
evils, we have had to combat; bu®now 
they are dead. We have no ‘‘ whisky 
shop” in our county, and are really hav- 
ing a jubilee. In concluding this hasty 
line, 1 must ask you, if you visit the 
West, to give us a call; our brethren are 
‘‘ Anti-whisky, and anti-slavery.” Be 
assured that the blight of the latter is not 
visible on the fence corners in this section. 

Fraternally, yours, Panis J. Cox. 


Randolph Co., Iypiana, April 30, ’57, 


Brotuer Boges: I wish through the 
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medium of the Magazine, to let my breth- 
ren of Ohio know something of my suc- 
cess in the gospel. Brother Thos. Wily, 
of this district, and myself, have for some 
time been laboring together to very good 
effect; and have, during the past month, 
been rejoiced to witness many good con- 
fessions to the faith. May they all prove 
faithful until death, and receive a crown 
of life ! : 

Prospects for doing good are becoming 
more flattering in this part of the vine- 
yard. Yours, in hope of eternal life, 


‘A. Uriey. 


Vandalia, May 4th, 1857. 

Brotuer Boaas: I address you in ref- 
erence to the meeting, which we had in 
contemplation when you visited us. Bro- 
ther Wm. Anderson came on Thursda 
the 16th of April, and continued till the 
Saturday igi when he was joined 
by Brother Wm. Roe, who continued the 
meeting till the next Monday evening; 
we were then addressed by Brother An- 
derson. Brother Roe continued speaking 
to us every evening, until the next Lord’s 
The result of the meeting was 
good. We had twenty-four valuable ad- 
ditions to the congregation here—fifteen 
by immersion, four from the Baptists, 
two from the Methodists, one from the 
United Brethren, and three by relation. 
One of those that were baptized, was a 
Methodist. The bold and Christian like 
manner in which our young brethren pre- 
sented the gospel, in its ancient purity, 
before the people, will have a good and 
lasting influence upon the citizens of this 
community. The brethren are all encour- 
aged, while many sinners have been made 
to rejoice in the cause of our Redeemer. 
Your Brother in the:Lord, 

ALEXANDER. 


Paris, Int., April 4th, 1857. 

Brortser Boaas ? I have been here these 
nine days, and shall remain over Lord’s 
Day ; eight have been added, four by con- 
fession and baptism ; good attendance and 
attention. We are getting our neighbors 
to recognize us as apeople. Yours, fra- 
ternally, Ww. B. Suocoxry. 


Mount Etna, O., Jane 11th, 1857. 
Brotaer Boeas: I am again in the 
field, laboring in ithe Wabash Valley. I 


held a meeting of a few days at the Boun- 
dary Line Church, where we received five 
additions. I then went to Lagro town- 
ship and joined Brother E. Thompson, 
and: was with him four days; baptized 
eight. Brother Thompson continued the 
meeting, and was joined by Brother W har- 
ton ; they had two more additions. Dur- 
ing the time, a Mr. Cooper, a prominent 
Methodist preacher, came and began to 
preach infant baptism and his Methodisti- 
cal notions of sprinkling and pouring. 
When he saw that we were determined to 
reply to him, he gave Brother Thompson 
a challenge to debate. It was cheerfully 
accepted. ‘The cause of truth, as main- 
tained by Brother T., gained a most sig- 
nal triumph. From thence I went to 
Jalapa with Brother Thompson ; labored 


Yithere four days, and had six additions. 


The prospects were good for six or eight 
more, therefore Brother Thompson is con- 
tinuing the meeting, while I am on my 
way to the county seat of Huntingdon 
county, to hold a meeting of some days. 
The cause of truth in this vicinity is 
gaining ground, with a rapidity seldom 
equalled. ‘To the Lord be all the praise ! 
O. E. Brown. 


Hopeville, Iowa, March 22, 1857. 


Brotuer Boces: The brethren organ- 
ized here on the 15th of December last, 
by ordaining to the Eldership or Bishop- 
ric Brothers E. K. Wilson, A. C. Cooper, 
and Mr. Adkins; since which time they 
have met weekly, for the purpose of wor- 
shipping and commemorating the Lord’s 
death. Brothers Thompson, of Oceolea, 
and Wm. Polly, were in attendance and 
labored in proclaiming the gospel. One 
made the good confession, and, after 
breaking the ice, was baptized notwith-. 
standing the extreme céld. At a meeting 
the second Lord’s Day in this month, two 
others confessed the oe and were bap- 
tized ; besides, several have been reclaim- 
ed who were standing aloof, and who had 
lost their identity in the Church by un- 
christian and immoral conduct. 

Yours, in the blessed hope of immor- 
tality and eternal life, , 

Gzo. W. 


Mentor, June 12, 1857. 


Brotuzr Boaes: If you can hold on 
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